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@ commA (i) happY
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criticism

◮ phonetic imprecision

◮ many “funny” symbols
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monophthongization and syllable split

e@ → E: (SQUARE)

I@ → “II” / C (hero, beard)

→ “Ij@” / # (NEAR)

U@ → “U:” / j (curious)

→ o: (poor)

→ “u:” (tourist)

→ “Uw@” / (CURE)
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some consequences

◮ R-insertion: after monophthongs(!)

◮ the vowel inventrory of unstressed syllables is a proper
subset of that of stressed syllables

◮ current British English has a basic short–long (not
lax–tense) contrast in its vowel inventory



“triphthongs” and smoothing

BISYLLABIC DROP GLIDE SMOOTH

ej@ NEAR e@ (=G I@) e: beard
Ej@ layer E@ (=G e@) E: layered=laird
Aj@ fire A@ A: dialect
aw@ sour a@

‖
a: ours

@w@ lower “@@” @: blowers=blurs
8w@ CURE 8@ (≈G U@)

≀≀
8: curious

oj@ lawyer o@ o: royal≈crawl
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◮ shear Sej@ ∼ sheared Se:d

◮ cure kj8w@ ∼ curing kj8:reN
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sample

hj8w p8t mAj b8k On D@ tEjb@l @nd sEz

f@r @ he:r@w k@reÃ ez nOt Dej abs@ns @v fej@

b@t rA:D@ D@ Ã@Ãm@nt D@t s@mTeN Els

ez mo:r empo:t@nt D@n fej@

hju: pUt maI bUk 6n D@ teIb@l @nd sez

f@r @ hI@r@U k2rIÃ Iz n6t Di: æbs@ns @v fI@

b@t rA:D@ D@ Ã2Ãm@nt D@t s2mTIN els

Iz mO:r ImpO:t@nt D@n fI@

Hugh put my book on the table and says
“for a hero courage is not the absence of fear
but rather the judgement that something else
is more important than fear.”
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convergence

◮ FOOT f8t vs STRUT str@t

◮ London look l@nd@n l8k

◮ GOOSE g8ws vs GOAT g@wt

◮ CURE kj8: vs NURSE n@:s

◮ tire tAj@ vs tower taw@

◮ tire tA@/tA: ≈ tower ta@/ta:
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further issues

tradition

◮ KIT ket, FLEECE flejs, hero he:r@w

◮ STRUT=commA?

symmetry

◮ LOT lOt→lot vs THOUGHT To:t

◮ TRAP trap vs START stA:t →

trap/trAp, sta:t/stA:t



variants

hj8w p8t mAj b8k On D@ tEjb@l @nd sEz

f@r @ he:r@w k@reÃ ez nOt Dej abs@ns @v fej@

b@t rA:D@ D@ Ã@Ãm@nt D@t s@mTeN Els

ez mo:r empo:t@nt D@n fej@

hjUw pUt mAj bUk On D@ tEjb@l @nd sEz

f@r @ hI:r@w k@rIÃ Iz nOt DIj abs@ns @v fIj@

b@t rA:D@ D@ Ã@Ãm@nt D@t s@mTIN Els

Iz mo:r Impo:t@nt D@n fIj@

hj8w p8t maj b8k on D@ tEjb@l @nd sEz

f@r @ he:r@w k@reÃ ez not Dej abs@ns @v fej@

b@t ra:D@ D@ Ã@Ãm@nt D@t s@mTeN Els

ez mo:r empo:t@nt D@n fej@



vowel charts again
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sites to check

◮ englishspeechservices.com/blog
(Geoff Lindsey’s blog)

◮ dialectblog.com

◮ seas3.elte.hu/epd/epd2.pl
(pronunciation dictionary giving the new
transcriptions too—contains bugs)


