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monophthongization and syllable split
co — €1 (SQUARE)

o — “n” / __C (hero, beard)
— “1j0” / __# (NEAR)

vo — “uvi” /j __ (curious)
— o1 (poor)
— “ut” (tourist)
— “vwo” / __ (CURE)
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some consequences

» R-insertion: after monophthongs(!)

» the vowel inventrory of unstressed syllables is a proper
subset of that of stressed syllables

» current British English has a basic short-long (not
lax—tense) contrast in its vowel inventory



“triphthongs” and smoothing

BISYLLABIC | DROP GLIDE SMOOTH

ejo NEAR | eo(=Gro) |er beard

gjo  layer €0 (=Geo) | e layered=laird
ajo  fire ao a: dialect

awo  sour ao A: ours

owo lower “39” o1 blowers=blurs
oewo CURE | oo (=G vo) 922: CUrious

ojo lawyer 09 o: royal=crawl
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emerging alternations

» shear [ejo ~ sheared [e:d
» cure kjewo ~ curing kjerren
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sample

hjew pet maj bek on do tejbol ond sez

for o herrow koreds ez not dej absons ov fejo
bot ra:do do &odmont dot somber els

ez mo:r empo:tont don fejo

hjur put mar buk pn do terbol ond sez

for o hiorou karidk 1z not dir aebsons ov fio
bot ra:do do dadmont dot sambmy els

1z mo:r mmpo:tont don fo

Hugh put my book on the table and says

“for a hero courage is not the absence of fear
but rather the judgement that something else
is more important than fear.”
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convergence

» FOOT fet vs STRUT strot

» London look london lek

» GOOSE gews vs GOAT gowt
» CURE kje: vs NURSE no:s

» tire tajo vs tower tawo
» tire tao/ta: =~ tower tao/ta:
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further issues

tradition

» KIT ket, FLEECE flejs, hero heirow
» STRUT=commaA?

symmetry

» LOT lot—lot vs THOUGHT 6o:t

» TRAP trap vs START sta:t —
trap/trap, sta:t/sta:t



variants

hjew pet maj bek on do tejbol ond sez

for o herrow koreds ez not dej absons ov fejo
bot ra:do do &odmont dot somber els

ez mo:r empo:tont don fejo

hjuvw put maj buk on do tejboal ond sez
for o hiirow korids 1z not 01j absons ov fijo
bot ra:do do &odmeont dot sombi €ls

1z mo:ir rmpo:tont don fijo

hjew pet maj bek on do tejbol ond sez

for o heirow kored ez not dej absons ov fejo
bot ra:do do &godmont dot somber els

ez moir empo:tont don fejo



vowel charts again




sites to check

» englishspeechservices.com/blog
(Geoff Lindsey’s blog)

» dialectblog.com

» seas3.elte.hu/epd/epd2.pl
(pronunciation dictionary giving the new
transcriptions too—contains bugs)



