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I'm grateful to Miklés Torkenczy for our long discussions of stress over more
than a decade. I'm also grateful to George Soros.
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stress patterns (‘=1, =2, otherfull V=3, other (= reduced) V = 0)
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Rhythm Rule (RR): swapping prominence

input output adjusted output
sardine salad 21+10 12 10 23 10
saboteur's plot 201+1 102 1 203 1
academic year 2010+1 1020 1 2030 1

intercontinental flight 203010+1 10302 1 203030 1
MIT Press 231+1 132 1 233 1
> 12=13=23and21=31=232(these degrees have meaning only wrt each other)

= ignoring Os, both the input and the output exhibit a 2(3*)1 or  pattern

> the prominence of “1” vs “2” is context dependent

= there is no need to distinguish primary and secondary stress 3/29



RR only affects stressed vowels

input output adjusted output
dessert salad 01+10 01 10 02 10
controlled flight 01+ 1 01 1 02 1

= an unstressed V never becomes stressed (and a stressed V never becomes unstressed)

= it is not stress that shifts/moves, it is prominence relations (= Stress-Shift)
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tertiary stress cannot gain prominence because

1 RR moves prominence to the left only:
songcontest1+13—>1 23 (nhot*1 32)
chiefrabbi1+13 —>2 13 (not*2 31)

2 RR does not move prominence to a V if there is another stressed V available before it:

MITPress231+1—->233 1(hot*323 1)
intercontinental flight 20301041 —>203030 1(nhot*302030 1)

3 RR does not move prominence in monomorphemic 310 or 3 1 3 words:
sardonicsmile 310+1—->320 1(hot*230 1)
sulfuricacid310+10—->320 10(hot*230 10)

(cf whole-hearted smile210+1—->230 1)

= there is no need to distinguish secondary and tertiary stress

5/22



interim summary

> primary: stress that is most prominent in the citation form
> secondary: stress that is most prominent in some other contexts

> tertiary: stress that is not most prominent in any context
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stable prominence (lexically marked?)

prominence mobile
arcade 2 1 arcade game 2 3 1
torment 2 1 torment mice 2 3 1
black bird 2 1 black bird's nest 2 3 1
Calabar201  Calabar coast 20 3 1
jamboree 201 jamboree day 20 3 1
SantaFe201 SantaFeTrail203 1
v v

recall12=13=23and21=31=32

prominence stable

decade 1 2

torment 1 2

blackbird 1 2

Valdemar 1 0 2

pedigree 1 0 2

thunderstorm 1 0 2
\%

decade long 2 3 1

torment tool 2 3 1

blackbird's nest 2 3 1

Valdemar's friend 2 0 3 1

pedigree row 20 3 1

thunderstorm'seye 20 3 1
v
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stress is segmental

only less sonorous vowels may occur unstressed (0)

no vowel vacillation in stressed (1, 2, 3) position

no syncope (or high vowel gliding) before stress (1, 2, 3)

no flapping/glottalling before stress (1, 2, 3)

no plosive epenthesis before stress (1, 2, 3)

no j deletion before unstressed (0) vowel

no deletion of preconsonantal w after stressed (1, 2, 3) vowel

deletion of preconsonantal w obligatory before unstressed (0) vowel

NO OO0 N O 1 A WO DN B

no lengthening in unstressed (0) position 1: no compensatory lengthening
10 no lengthening in unstressed (0) position 2: no smoothing
11 no syllabic consonant formation in stressed (1, 2, 3) position
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1: stress and sonorousness

stressed syllabic moraic

eao v/ v/
=) ~ v/
i/j u/w ~ ~
lrmnn X ~
obstruents X X

v

v

~

~

~

v = always, ~ = potentially, X = never
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2: stress and vacillation

vacillation of 0 common vacillation of 1, 2, 3 rare

chicken tfiki/an akin aki/*an

ibis ajbi/as abyss abi/*3s

event i/avent oven 3/"ivan

poplist popjuli/ast populism popjuli/*azam
sincere si/ansi: princess pri/“ansés
unite ju/anajt cushion ku/*3fan
fortune fotfu/an ton t3/"un

note the rare counterexamples: pulpit pu/3alpi/at, hummus hi/amu/as
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3: stress and syncope/high vowel gliding (HVG)

syncope/HVG possible before 0 syncope/HVG not possible before 1, 2, 3

Lebanon |éb(a)nan
separate, sép(a)rat
hickory hik(a)rij
perfectionist pafék](a)nist
premier prém(i)ja

nucleus njawkl(i)jas
gradual gradz(u)wal

menstrual ménstr(u)wal

léb*(a)ndn

separate,, sep”(a)réjt
chickaree tfik*(a)rij
perfectionism pafék[*(a)nizom
premiere prém*(i)jé:

nucleon njawkl*(i)jon
graduate gradz*(u)wéjt

menstruate ménstr*(u)wéjt
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4: stress and lenition

flapping/glottalling possible before O flapping/glotalling impossible before 1, 2, 3

tatter tat/r/?s Tatar tat/*r/?a:

latent |&jt/r/?ant latex |éjt/*r/*?€ks

intellect int/r/?alekt Intel int/"r/*?¢€l

Cato kéjt/r/?ow comatose kdwmat/*r/ ?3ws
centre sént/r/?3 centaur sent/"r/"?0:

note Hittite hit/rajt is perhaps Hitt#ite?
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5: stress and plosive epenthesis

plosive epenthesis possible before 0, @ plosive epenthesis impossible before 1, 2, 3

prince prin(t)s princess prin*(t)sés
monstrous mon(t)stras monstrosity moén*(t)strosatij
censure sén(t)fs insure in*(t)[o:

synth sin(t)0 synthetic sin*(t)0étik

infant in(t)fant confess kan*(t)fés

Samson sam(p)san Samsung sam*(p)s3n
symphony sim(p)fanij symphonic sim*(p)fonik
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6: stress and postcoronal j deletion

j deletion impossible before O | deletion optional before 1, 2, 3

volume vol*(jjuwm volute val(j)owt
value val*(jluw absolute absal(j)uwt
venue vén™(jjuw avenue avan(j)uw
Matthew mao*(j)uw enthuse inB(j)awz
issue is*(jjuw/ifuw sue s(j)aw
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/: stress and preconsonantal w deletion 1

w deletion possible after 0 w deletion impossible after 1, 2, 3
volume volju(w)m volute valu™(w)t

unite ju(w)najt unit ju*(w)nit

provocation prova(w)kéjfan  provoke pra(w)va*(w)k

obese a(w)bijs oboe 3*(w)baw
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8: stress and preconsonantal w deletion 2

w deletion obligatory before 0 w deletion optional before 1, 2, 3, @

stimulus stimju(*w)las stimulate stimju(w)Iéjt

copula képju(*w)ls copulation koépju(w)léjfon

populist popju(*w)li/ast populism popju(w)lizeam

fortunate fo:tfu(*w)nat fortune fo:tfu(w)n

advocate adva(*w)kat advocaat adva(w)ka:

monomer mona(*w)ma monomorphemic moéna(w)mao:fijmik
chocolate t[oka(*w)la/it protocol prawta(w)kol
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9: stress and compensatory lengthening (CL)

CL obligatory for 1, 2,3 CL impossible for O

defer difs: differ difa(*:)
bombard bomba:d standard standa(*:)d
foreword fo:wa:d forward fo:wa(*:)d
concern kansd:n modern moda(*:)n
dessert diza:t desert déza(*:)t
merger ma:dzo merger md:dza(*:)
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10: stress and smoothing

smoothing possiblein 1, 2,3 smoothing impossible in O

idea ajdija/ajdi: India indijo (*-di:)
gambier gambija/gambi: Gambia gambija (*-bi:)
career karija/kari: linear linija (*-ni:)
revere ravija/ravi: Xavier zéjvijo (*-vi:)
secure sikjuwa/sikju: jaguar dzagjuwa (*-ju:)

sulfuric sdlfjawarik/s3lfju:rik = sulfuret sdlfjuwarét/-jur-/-jor- (*-ju:-)
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11: stress and consonants

consonant possible in O consonant impossiblein 1, 2, 3
tunnel tdnal/tan| anull an3l, *-n|

doctoral doktaral/ddoktral immoral imoral, *-mf-

r

Axel aksal/aks| Maxell maksel, *-sl
camel kdmal/kam| Intel intél, *-ti
Dixon diksan/diksn Exxon ékson, *-sn

r

caramel karamal/karam|  philomel filomél, *-ml
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12: stress and prominence

RR possible (21— 1 2)

covert (prestige) kawva:t = kawva:t
princess (bride) prinsés = prinsés
buckshee (booze) bak[ij = baklij
Dunblane (shooting) danbléjn = danbléjn

Dubai (chocolate) duwbaj = diwbaj

RR impossible (0 1)
obese (person) awbijs
sincere (wish) sinsi:
bassoon (player) bastiiwn
de Burgh (castle) dabd:g

unite (people) juwnaijt

20/22



stress is binary

= none of the differences listed above are sensitive to "degrees" (1, 2, 3) of stress
> the difference between 1 and 2 is the place of context-sensitive prominence
= 3 cannot be most prominent for various reasons

> the apparent graduality of stress is due to the attempt at encoding prominence
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