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> pit/tip pit/tip

» kill/lick kil /lik or kill/wick kiw/wik?
» d/yid dij/jid

> say/yes sej/jes

> pie/yap paj/jap

» boy/yob boj/job

> mouse/swam maws/swam
» go/wug gaw/wag

» loo/wool luw/wul

» do/would duw/wud

» no/one naw/wan

» Glenelg glenelg (village in Scotland)
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the apparent diversity of the vowel system results from the
combination of 6 vowels and 3 glides

I kit ij fleece | iw bill ih near

e dress | ej face | ew bell eh square
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vowels of current British English

the apparent diversity of the vowel system results from the
combination of 6 vowels and 3 glides

I kit ij fleece | iw bill ih near

e dress | ej face ew bell eh square
a trap | aj price | aw mouth | ah palm

o lot | oj choice | ow ball oh thought
u foot | uj goose | uw bull  |(uh cure)
o strut | o) goat | aw dull oh nurse
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arguments against the diphthong analysis

1. vowels and glides freely combine (nb this is not a sine qua non
for treating their combinations as units)

2. j-final "diphthongs” cannot be followed by j, w-final
“diphthongs” cannot be followed by w (< no geminates)

3. VG sequences seem to be missing (cf Polgardi 2015)
4. schwa-epenthesis in fire, file (also cf Kristé 2015: 192f)

5. New Zealand English acrolect flapping only after short vowels
(an alternative account in Balogné Bérces 2015: 35f)

6. I nstressed syllables may contain s i u, as well as aw ij uw
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1. vowels and glides do not freely combine (cf 1 above)
2. postvocalic glides are weakly articulated (cf palindromes)

. postvocalic glides have no devoiced fricative soundings, like in
tune [teuwn]/[tfuwn], queen [kmijn]
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LFFS
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some observations

v

CCCC clusters are all CCC#d or CCC#z
CCC clusters are not all glide-initial, in other words

the length of V—+# is constant

» “CCC" occurs only after short vowels
» after “long” vowels only CC occurs

v

v

v

simplest explanation: VCCC is the maximal word-final
sequence and j,w,h € C



