Consequence of sounds
The consonants and vowels

Péter Szigetvari

E&tvos Lorand University, Budapest
szigetvari@elte.hu

GPRT 9, Budapest, 2013-04-20



1: vowel

aeoiu

2: vowel as consonant (semivowel, glide)
jw
3: consonant as vowel (syllabic consonant)

rlnms?t?7?

4: consonant

Inmvzfsbdgptk



»i:j=n:n?

» = three categories: V, transition (sonorant C), C?

» = syllabic consonants are vowels(?)

vowel consonant
——
aeoiu jwrlnm vzfsbdgptk
H/_/ ~" ~"
syllabic  possibly syllabic nonsyllabic
vocalic consonantal
syllabic aeoiu rlinm

nonsyllabic jw rinmvzsfbdgptk



French, BE stressed
GA stressed, Serbo-Croat
Slovak

English unstressed



C,’+“C,‘” and “C,‘”+Ci IS okay

yeast [jiist], beyond [bij3nd], woo [wiu], Kuwait [kuuwéjt],
terrorist [térnst] (= [teraust]?)

no C;+C;

canon *[kann], minimum *[mimmm], parallel *[paral|]
Ci#C; is okay (no #C for independent(?) reasons)
maple-leaf [méiplliif], suddenness [sddnnas]

SO

[l n m] behave like consonants: they are syllabic consonants; but
[r] belongs with [i] and [u] as vowels, not with syllabic consonants



[m n] after obstruents and [r]

prism [prizm], prison [prizn], quorum [kwé:rm],

barren/baron [barn]

[I] after any C but [I]

mortal [mé:tl], morsel [mé:s|], normal [né:ml], colonel [k3:nl],
moral [m3rl], loyal [I6ijl], narwhal [nd:wl]

[r] after any C but only before V or C

battery [batri], periphery [parifrii], camera [kamra],

general [&énrl] burglary [b3:glni], literary [literri]/[litrni]/[litni]
again

only [r] doesn't “see” the preceding C



sonority hierarchy? (obstruents < nasals < )

C1Co only if C; < Co

syllabic consonants in C__{C,#} position

P_ F_ M_
m 0 12 0
n 444  3037* 0
| 2487 545 212

* only 680 without -tion/-sion words

» P = plosive
» F = fricative

» M = sonorant consonant

source: http://seas3.elte.hu/epd/



but [rl], [rm], [ra]. [il], [wi]?

= [j], [w], [r] are “more consonantal” than [I], [m], [n]

= [i] # [l [r] # [r]

sonority hierarchy

obstruents < [j], [w], [r] < nasals < [I] < vowels
(contra sonority sequencing within syllables)

conclusion 1

1: vowels [a e 0 i u r=2]

2: syllabic consonants [| n m]
3: glides [j w r]

4: consonants [Inmfsvzbdgptk]



[r] in SBE

rack [rdk], carry [kani], but car [kd:y], card [kd:yd]
just like [j w h] ([h] is even more picky)

[r] in SBE

cigarette [sigrét], camera [kamra], but terror [tér*r],
comfort [kdmf*rt]

unlike [i u] (and [:]?)

paradox

the status of [r] remains uncertain






