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Cultures of Europe 1 (BBI-ANG-P18E)
on every Thursday from 13.45 to 15.15,
at Múzeum körút 6-8 (MUK), 3rd floor, Room 318 

Course description
This course will concentrate on the main directions of European culture. All sessions will be held in English, as a preparation for your possible further studies. The aim of the course is to introduce specific features of the various cultural periods of Europe and to offer the vocabulary necessary for their discussion. 
The topics to be covered in this semester will be the following:

	Welcome to Hungary: Hungary through the Arts

Greek Mythology and The Holy Bible
The age of Chivalry
Renaissance Europe
The Baroque in Europe
Romanticism
Art Nouveau in Budapest
Modernism, Postmodernism and the Great Generation (the 1950s and the 1960s)

Requirements
It is necessary that you attend sessions regularly, so that you may be able to orient yourselves in the context of European culture. It is advisable for you not to miss more than three classes. You will also be given short home assignments to prepare. In order to help your progress in your studies, there will be two in-class tests: at mid-term and at the end of the term.













My name is Dalma Véry, I will be your guide throughout this course. I am a doctoral student at the Department of English Studies. I am looking forward to introducing you the cultural history of Europe, and I count upon your participation in class, and I am sure we will have nice discussions throughout the semester.

I will upload the slides and handouts to the website http://seas3.elte.hu/coursematerial/. Under my name (Véry Dalma) you will find everything we have treated. 

If you happen to have any questions or problems, please contact me at verydalma@t-online.hu 



Welcome to Hungary: Hungary through the Arts – Session 1

Hungary → Magyar Köztársaság (Republic of Hungary); Magyarország (“Hungarian country”)
	Hungary is situated in the Carpathian Basin. 
	throughout the 20 centuries diverse peoples, nationalities established settlements in the country
	the foundation of the Hungarian state with the coronation of Stephen on 25 December 1000 or 1 January 1001 


Vocabulary
	century − a period of 100 years, especially used in giving dates
	people – all the people of a race
	nationality − If you have American/British/Swiss, etc nationality, you are legally a member of that country
	nomadic – a member of a group of people who move from one place to another instead of living in the same place all the time 

tribe – a group of people who live together, usually in areas far away from cities, and who share the same culture and language and still have a traditional way of life 
	wander – to walk slowly about a place without any purpose 
	ride – to travel by sitting on a horse, bicycle, or motorcycle and controlling it 
	foundation –  when an organization, state, etc. is established 
	coronation – a ceremony at which a person is made king or queen 
crown – the golden head-dress worn by a king or queen 
	orb – a golden ball with a cross on top carried by a king or queen at formal ceremonies as symbols of their power 
sceptre – a decorated rod carried by a king or queen at formal ceremonies as symbols of their power
	canonization – to state officially that somebody is a saint from now on





Romanesque → used to describe a style of architecture popular in western Europe from the 10th to the 12th centuries; characterized by round arches, thick walls, tall pillars, small openings (doors, entrances, windows), timber ceilings; Hungarian example, Ják Abbey

Vocabulary
	style – a way of doing something that is typical of a particular person, group, place, or period 
	architecture – the design and style of buildings 

arch – a structure with a curved top that is supported by straight sides, often forming an entrance 
	wall –  one of the vertical sides of a room or building (duvar)
pillar- a tall structure made of stone, wood, etc. which supports something above it 
door – the part of a building, room, vehicle, or piece of furniture that you open or close to get inside it or out of it 
window – a space in the wall of a building or vehicle that has glass in it, used for letting light and air inside and for looking through 
timber – wood that is used for building 
ceiling – the surface of a room which you can see when you look above you 
abbey – a group of buildings that is a home for monks or nuns (= religious men or women who live separately from other people) 
tower – a very tall, narrow building, or part of a building 
apse – the rounded or many-sided part of especially the east end of a church
	façade – the front of a large building 
abundant – existing in large quantities 
decoration – when the walls or other surfaces of rooms or buildings are covered with paint or paper 
mould –  to make a soft substance a particular shape 
rich – containing a lot of something that is important or valuable 
	stripe – a long, straight area of colour 
statue – a model that looks like a person or animal, usually made from stone or metal 
Gothic architecture → used to describe a style of architecture which was common in Europe between the 12th and the 16th centuries, and which has pointed arches and windows, high, vaulted ceilings and tall, thin columns

Vocabulary
	cathedral – the largest and most important church in a particular area

pointed – a pointed object has a thin, sharp end 
vaulted – made in the shape of an arch or series of arches; having  a ceiling or roof of this shape 
column – a tall, solid, usually stone post which is used to support a roof or as decoration in a building
rose window – a round window, especially in a church, with coloured glass in it
lancet window – a window shaped like a small knife with two cutting edges and a sharp point 
crenellation – a pattern along the top of a wall, most often in the form of multiple, regular, rectangular spaces in the top of the wall, through which arrows or other weaponry may be shot, especially as used in medieval European architecture 
	interior – the inside of something	
	exterior – the outside of something or someone
	divine – relating to or coming from God or a god
God – in Jewish, Christian, or Muslim belief, the spirit who created the universe and everything in it, and who rules over it









The Renaissance → the period in Europe during the 14th, 15th and 16th centuries when people became interested in the ideas and culture of ancient Greece and Rome and applied the insight into these in their own art 

	cultural epoch → the era of Humanism

new relation to classical antiquity → reinterpretation (rethinking) of antique art
	discovery of perspective 
	ancient manner → classical mode became central
	marble statues of antiquity, discovery of original frescoes  

initial appearance in Hungary: 15th century, limited role
unfolding began after 1490

Vocabulary 
	insight – the ability to understand what something is really like
	appear –  to start to exist or become available 
	antiquity – the ancient past, especially the times of the Greeks and Romans 

epoch – a long period of time in history 
relation – a connection between two or more things 
Humanism – belief system based on human needs and values and not on a god or religion 
	discovery – when someone finds out something 
perspective – the way that objects appear smaller when they are further away and the way parallel lines appear to meet each other at a point in the distance 
dimension – a measurement of the length, width, or height of something
space – an area, a territory of something
organization – arrangement, the way that parts of something are arranged 
order – the arrangement of a group of people or things in a list from first to last 
fresco – (a picture made by) painting on wet plaster (= mixture of sand, lime and water) on a wall or ceiling
shape – the physical form of something made by the line around its outer edge 
study – to learn about a subject 
proportion – a part of a total number or amount 
stance – the way that someone stands 
mythology – myths, often those relating to a single religion or culture 
pagan – relating to religious beliefs that do not belong to any of the main religions of the world 
sacred – relating to a religion or considered to be holy 
secular – not religious or not controlled by a religious group 
	monumental – very large 
patronage – the support given by someone to somebody else 
marriage – the legal relationship of a man and a woman being a husband and a wife
marble – hard, smooth stone which is often used for decoration 
	statue – a model that looks like a person or animal, usually made from stone or metal 
relief – relief, or relievo rilievo, is a sculptural technique. The term relief is from the Latin verb levo, to raise. To create a sculpture in relief is to give the impression that the sculpted material has been raised above the background plane

	medieval – relating to the period in Europe between about AD 500 and AD 1500 

AD –  abbreviation for Anno Domini: used to show that a particular year came after the birth of Christ 
	BC –  abbreviation for Before Christ: used to show that a particular year came before the birth of Christ 
church – a building where Christians go to worship God (kilise); one of the different groups that make up the Christian religion 
codex – an ancient book which was written by hand
ancient –  from a long time ago 
leather –  the skin of animals that is used to make things such as shoes and bags 
	binding – the cover that holds the pages of a book together
	funeral –  a ceremony for burying or burning the body of a dead person 
oration – a formal public speech about a serious subject
text –  the written words in a book, magazine, etc, not the pictures 
relic – a very old thing from the past 
translation –  something which has been translated from one language to another, or the process of translating 
	dead – not alive anymore 
	funeral – a ceremony for burying or burning the body of a dead person 
sermon – a religious speech given by a priest in church 
theological – the study of religion and religious belief 
	knowledge – information and understanding that you have in your mind 

Architecture in the Kingdom of Hungary: forts and fortified castles

new fortifications 
	pentagonal bastions 
new castles also bore the imprint of the constant state of warfare
unornamented exteriors, low-built structures
courtyards
 
Painting: Portraiture

	only a few portraits are known from the 16th century

17th century: depictions of high-ranking nobility 

Vocabulary 
	fortification – strong walls, towers, etc. that are built to protect a place

regular – something that has a regular shape is the same on both or all sides
ground – an area of land used for a particular purpose or activity
plan – an arrangement for what you intend to do or how you intend to do something
pentagonal – having four sides
bastion – a tower-like building that military forces are defending
tower – a very tall, narrow building, or part of a building
warfare – fighting in a war, especially using a particular type of weapon
quadrangular – in the manner of a square space outside, which has buildings on all four sides
	enclose – to be all around something and separate it from other things or places
	courtyard – an open area by a building with walls or buildings around it
portraiture – the practice or art of making portraits 
portrait – a painting, drawing, or photograph of someone 
	depiction – to represent someone or something in a picture or story
high-ranking – having an important position in an organization
nobility – [group] the people from the highest social group in a society
full length – a mirror/image, etc that shows a person's whole body from the head to the feet
	frontal – relating to the front of something
	view – a position from which something can be seen
attribute – a quality or characteristic that someone or something has
role – the position someone or something has in a particular situation
power – an official or legal right to do something


Ottoman Turkish architecture in Hungary

	1526: Hungarian defeat at Mohács

century and a half long Turkish occupation
buildings had been erected → mosques
in Pécs: two djamis
two octagonal mausoleums have also survived (türbe of Gül Baba [Rózsadomb], türbe of Idris Baba [Pécs])
also: bath houses (four in Buda) 
after the reconquest → mosques turned into Christian churches
the oriental features of the Ottoman Turkish buildings were re-established only in the 20th century
weapons and oriental carpets in the Turkish style remained in use without change in their original structures

Vocabulary
mosque – a building where Muslims say their prayers 
mausoleum – a building where dead people are buried 
	bath house – a public building in which there are baths, steam rooms etc.
minaret – a tall thin tower on or near a mosque (Muslim holy building) from which Muslims are called to pray 
survive – to continue to exist after being in a difficult or dangerous situation 
occupation – to move into a place and take control of it 
weapon – a gun, knife, or other object used to kill or hurt someone 
carpet – thick material for covering floors, often made of wool 




Home assignment:

Please, look up the following words in a monolingual (English-language) dictionary:


Baroque
Classicism
Romanticism


