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1.) Start reading the text on p. 20. “Perhaps, then, it should come……”
2.) What kinds of questions does she propose to investigate in this chapter?
3.) Where does she anchor the appeal to a “we”? (i.e. common humanity)
4.)  What does loss and vulnerability follow from?
5.) How does she describe the process of mourning? (as opposed to Freud)
6.) How does loss, grief and mourning challenge the complete autonomy of the “I”?
7.) How does her account of our primary relation to the “Other” subvert liberal conceptions of humanity?
8.) How does she theorize the body? Why is the body important in this argument? (p. 26)
9.) How does violence come into the picture? (28-29)
10.)  What does she mean be the “condition of primary vulnerability”? (31-32)
11.)  Explain: a “hierarchy of grief”
12.)  How does she problematize the connection between grievable and human? Which lives are grievable? What makes a life grievable? How is a life presented as grievable?
13.)  What kinds of lives are posited as less grievable and, therefore, less than human?
14.)  What does she mean by saying that certain lives are considered “unreal”?
15.)  Explain the last paragraph on p. 33. and the first 2 paragraphs on p. 34.
16.)  What are the functions of the obituaries?
17.)  Explain the first paragraph on p. 35.
18.)  “There is less a dehumanizing discourse at work here than a refusal of discourse that produces dehumanization as a result”
19.) Look up Judith Butler’s biography on Wikipedia. Why is her position controversial? 
20.)  What does the death of Daniel Pearl’s illustrate? Why is this important for Butler?
21.) Establish a connection between the prohibition of public grieving of Arab lives, and the tragedy of Antigone.
22.)  What does Gayatri Spivak mean by the “imperialist exploitation of feminism”? 
23.)  Explain the connection between vulnerability, humanization, and recognition. (and narrative…)
