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Course information 

 

Logical Form is the level of linguistic interpretation at which grammatical structure relevant 

to semantic interpretation is provided (and where we have an account for why sentences like 

Everyone loves someone are ambiguous). It is one of the three levels of representations (D-

structure, S-structure and LF) in GB-style grammars, and one of the two grammatical levels 

(LF interfacing with the meaning side and PF interfacing with the sound side) of the 

Minimalist Program. The course focuses on what LF is, why it is necessary (or, according to 

certain proposals why it is not necessary). The approach is going to be contrastive in nature, 

mainly, but not exclusively, focusing on LF-related differences between English and 

Hungarian. 

 

Grading will be based on contribution to class discussions/detailed handouts for one of the 

set readings prepared by students (50%) and an endterm paper based on questions students 

come up with (or an essay) (50%). 

 

100% -87%: 5 

  86% -75%: 4 

  74% -63%: 3 

  62% -51%: 2 

  50% -0%: 1 

 

Absence: no more than three absences will be tolerated. 

 

My office hour: Mon 10.30-11.15, Wednesday 13.30-14.15, R323, or by appointment. 

My email: kszecsenyi@gmail.com 

 

Set texts: 

 

Haegeman, L. and J. Guéron. 1999. English Grammar. A generative perspective. Oxford: 

Blackwell: 

Logical Form, pp. 538-566. 

 

Lasnik, H., Uriagereka, J. and Boeckx, C. 2005. A Course in Minimalist Syntax. Oxford: 

Blackwell: 

LF Processes. Why We (Don’t?) Need Them and What They Might Be, pp. 180-222. 

 

Citko, Barbara, 2014. Phase Theory. An Introduction. Cambridge: CUP. pp. 58-71, 199-205. 

 

Bobaljik, J. and Wurmbrand, S. 2012. Word Order and Scope: Transparent Interfaces and the 

¾ Signature. Linguistic Inquiry. 43(III) pp. 371-401. 

 

Sentences for revision: 



Peter loves Mary. 

I saw the girl with the telescope. 

Who did you invite?/Who do you think he invited?/*What do you think who he invited? (but 

see e.g. Hungarian where this pattern is the norm) 

 

 

What is LF and why do we need it? 

Peter loves someone. 

Peter loves everyone. 

Everyone loves someone. (!) 


