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C-command: a structural configuration determining e.g. binding properties and scope. 

 

Binding theory: the module of the grammar regulating NP interpretation. 

Poirot admires him. 

Bertie hurt himself. 

Bertie said that he felt rather ill. 

Bertie expected him to feel a little better. 

He expected Bertie to feel a little better. 

 

full noun phrases: refer independently, select a referent from the universe of discourse, 

referential expressions. 

pronouns: select a subgroup from the wider domain of entities which we might want to talk 

about. Features specified, coreference with something from context. 

anaphors (reflexives, reciprocals): lack independent refernce, must be coreferent with 

something, need an antecedent (a linguistic item they can be coreferent with) 

 

ANAPHORS 

1.Anaphor and antecedent must agree with respect to person, number and gender. 

2. Prounouns can also bind anaphors: He has hurt himself. 

3. Locality constraints: *Poirot thinks that Miss Marple hurt himself. 

the antecedent must be found in some local domain, the binding domain. Anaphors must be 

locally bound: clause-mate condition. 

*I expect himself to invite Poirot. 

the antecedent must precede the anaphor. 

*Poirot’s sister invited himself. 

the antecedent must c-command the anaphor/cannot be too deeply embedded in the 

syntactic structure.  

 

C-command 

Node A c-commands node B if every node dominating A also dominates B, and 

neither A nor B dominates the other. (A constituent c.commands its sister and its 

sister’s descendants) 

 

Binding: c-command + coindexation 

 

Principle of anaphor interpretation I. 

An anaphor (reflexive, reciprocal) must be bound by a clause-mate antecedent. 

 

But! Poirot believes himself to be the best. 

* Poirot believes that himself is the best. 

 

Principle of anaphor interpretation II. (simple version) 

A reflexive X must be bound inside a clause that contains X and X’s governor (the constituent 

that assigns Case to it). 



The three principles of the Binding Theory 

Principle A: An anphor must be bound in its binding domain. 

Principle B: A pronoun must be free in its binding domain. 

Principle C: R-expresions must be free everywhere. 

 

 

The role of c-command in scope interpretation: 

 

The Scope Principle (simplified version): A has scope over B only if A c-commands B. 

 

John loves everyone./John loves someone./Who does John love? 

 

Interpretations: 

For every relevant person x, John loves x. 

For at least one person x, John loves x. 

For which x is it true that John loves x. 

 

→ an operator in the left periphery that binds a variable in the clause. 

 

A syntactic analysis of quantifier scope: in terms of movement based on Hungarian data (very 

messy in the Lasnik-Uriagereka-Boeckx chapter!) 

 

János szereti Marit./János mindenkit szeret./János MARIT szereti./János KIT szeret? 

 

What about English? → Cross-over effects! 

 

Task: what are the interpretations of the following sentences (in terms of coreference)? 

 

His mother loves John. 

Who does his mother love? 

His mother loves JOHN. 

 

Everyone loves his mother. 

His mother loves everyone. 


