
n llolidays II. - Uniquely American celebrations

the following text with special

the three cel€braiions recog
worldwide, there are eight
American holidays tbat are

in all fifty states. Maltin Luther

the holiday has been expand-

bold.
ed the casualties of the Civil War-
Nowadays this holiday has become a day
on which the dead of all wars are remem
bered.

The Fou{h of July. or Independence
Day, is considered by rnany as the nost
imporrant American holiday. This day
marks the adoption ol the Declaration of
lndependence in 1776, in which the
American colonies declared their inde-
pendence lrom Britain. lt is celebrated al]
over the country with family picnics,
parades, and fireworks at night. Many
homes and institutions fly the Anerican
flag and decorate their buildings in colors
ofred, white, andblue. Labor Day falls on
the firct Monday in September, andithon-
ors the American worker. with Franklin
D. Roosevelt's words: "Labor Day syrnbol-
i:zes our determinadon to achieve an €co
nomic freedom for the average man which
will give his political freedom reality".
Theschoolyear starts inrnost cases on the

UNIT 5

y, to the great joy of little children, the President searches for Easter eggs

the White House. (to hunt)

spend New Years' Day by watching TV and eating large meals. (to feast)

follo{.ing questions in writing.

ect does American patriotism differ from paldotism in other countdes?
t symbol of the country's unity?

ely American Easter tradition?
in Chdstmas custons between the US and Hungarv.

celebrate New Years' Eve?

READING C

., the world famous civil rights
advocate of non-violent social
assassinated on Ap l4, 1968.

f him. each y€ar memorial servic-
on his birlhday, January 15-

that day was replaced by the
o[ January. and rt was

a federal holiday. President's
morates two outstanding

ts G€orge wrshrnsLon. the
lirsi presidenq and Abraham

who ted the counrry rhrough rhc
. Both men's bifihdays lall in

, and thus are celebrared togeth-
rhiLd Mondr) oI  the montb. ln

te all past Presidents.
Day, celebrated on the fourth

oI May. ongnally commcmoraL
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1865.Lincoln, who brought the country through the Civil war, was murdered in

re)

:seven holidays that all the states celebrate. (to observe)

. aduls eive chocolate or swees to the children who knock on their doors.

12, 1492, the Italian navigator Chdstopher Columbus discovered the New

Iand)

first settlers died of hunger during thetu first winter in the New World

to death)

ay falls on November 11, and it honors the veterans of all wars fought by the

tribute)

following words with theil delinitions.

pie a. the juice that comes from meat while it is
cooking and the sauce made from it

b. an unusually large meal
c. (1) large; (2) showing warm and friendly feelings
d. a mixture of food put inside a chicken or turkey
e. purnpkin cooked in a dish lined with pastry
f. the feeling of being grateful
g. the act of cutting and gathering crops
h. a meeting after a long period of separation

I8.9
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points. The expression "touchdown" has
entered genera I usage rrcarirg "succcss".

One of the mosr coiorful  evelts ol
American college life is the college foot-
ballgane. Beineen rhe |wo halves of the
game, lhe playing field is taken over bv

the cheerleader bands of rhe rir.al rearns.
Cheerleaders are students dressed in pret-
tr LLniforms rvho encourAgc the spectators
to support their tearns. Thc,v shout sup-
portile slogans and perform acrobatlc
rnd dance-like movernents.

Colleges and universitics ollcr schcnar-
ships wirh fuee board and accommodation
1o oulsranding higb school foo tball players.
Foorball 1s so popular, and the desire to
win is so sLrong that rrany colleges pur
great etrphasis on linding the bcst pla,vcrs
even if ihe), are unfit for academic rvork.
Thus il is nol unusual that the curriculum
of rhese stuclenrs includes so-called "soft

courses,"such as sports sociologl, or com-
munications. Thc atlendance Ar loolball
games is so high rhar man) colleges and
univcfsilies finance lheir entire athletic
progran lrom ticket sales.

t he  [o l l ow ing .cn tcnce .  u  i t h  t he  app rop r ia t c  uo rd . .

football  : tarttr l  75 l  rar s.rgo

tcalns rrr lhc u5.

t 9 l

protecl thenselves, American football players n'ear
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