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ADJECTIVES

Characteristics of the adjective

We usually cannot tell whether a word is an adjective by looking at it in
isolation, because the form of a word does not necessarily indicate its

'syntactic function. Some suffixes are indeed found only, or typically, with

adjectives (¢f App 1.38f), eg: :

-able: comfortable -al:  seasonal
<ful. playful -ic:  scientific
-ish: greyish -less: ~ useless
-ous: dangerous -y: . dirty

However, many common adjectives have no identifying form, eg: good, hot,
litile, young, fat.

Nor can we identify a word as an adjective merely from its potentialities
for inflection. It is true that many adjectives inflect for the comparative and
superlative, eg: )

great ~ greater ~ greatest

But many do not allow inflected forms (¢/'7.81), eg:
disastrou‘s + *disastrouser + *disastrousest

Moreover, a few adverbs can be similarly inflected (¢f 7.83), eg:
(He worked) hard ~ harder ~ hardest

Many adjectives provide the base from which adverbs are derived by
means of an -ly suffix (¢/'7.46, App 1.41), eg:

adjective great ~ adverb greatly

Nevertheless, some do not allow this derivational process; for example, there
is no adverb *oldly derived from the adjective old. And there are a few
adjectives that are themselves derived from an adjective base in this way, eg:
kindly, an item functioning also as an adverb.

Four criteria for adjectives
Four features are commonly considered to be characteristic of adjectives (but
¢f 7.4 Note):

(a) They can freely occur in ATTRIBUTIVE function (¢f'7.20), ie they can
premodify a noun, appearing between the determiner (including zero article)
and the head of a noun phrase:

an ugly painting, the round table, dirty linen
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(b) They can freely occur in PREDICATIVE function (¢f'7.20), e they can
function as subject complement, as in [1], or as object complement, as in [2],

eg:

The painting is ugly. (1]
He thought the painting ugly. [2]

(c) They can be premodified by the intensifier very (¢f 7.56), eg:
The children are very happy. '
(d) They can take COMPARATIVE and SUPERLATIVE forms (¢f 7.75). The

. comparison may be by means of inflections (-er and -est), as in [3-4], or by

the addition of the premodifiers more and most (‘periphrastic comparison’),
asin [5-6]: :

The children are happier now. [3]
They are the happiest people I know. (4]
These students are more intelligent. [5]
They are the most beautiful paintings I have ever seen. [6]

Central and peripheral adjectives

However, not all words that are traditionally regarded as adjectives possess
all of these four features. It is, for example, only in exceptional cases that
afraid can occur attributively (feature (a) above) and witer can occur
predicatively (feature (b)):

Pafraid people ~ People are afraid.
utter nonsense ~ ?*That nonsense is uster.

Neither premodification by very (feature (c)), nor comparison (feature (d)),
applies to, for example, infinite in:

God’s infinite mercy ~ God’s mercy is infinite.
BUT: *God’s mercy is very infinite. *It’s more infinite than . . .

We analyse adjectives with respect to these four features. To illustrate the
types, we have selected eight words, including among them instances that
are on the borderline between the adjective and adverb classes.

For testing predicative position, we use the following frame with seem as
copular verb: ‘(The) noun seemed__". Since words can belong to more than
one class, we place them in the context of a sentence, so that it should be
clear which use of the words is being tested (¢f Table 7.3):

John is hungry. [1]
The universe is infinite. [2]
Susan is an o/d friend. [3]
The prisoners were afraid. (4]
Bob is an uzter fool. [5)
The patient was asleep. [6]
The meeting is soon. 7

Annais abroad. (8]
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Table 7.3 Criteria for establishing adjective classes

(a) = attributive use-

(b) = predicative use after the copula seem
(c) = premodification by very

(d) = comparison

@ @O @ @

+ o+ o+ 4 }
" [2] infinite + o+ - = CENTRAL |
[3] old + -+ + ADJECTIVES
7 ?
{g} Z{:Z;d + i_ i i_ PERIPHERAL
[6] asleep - + - -]
(7] soon - - 4+ 4+ } .
8] abroad - - - —J - ADVERBS

If we examine Table 7.3, we see that [1] hungry alone satisfies all four criteria;
[2] infinite accepts (a) and (b); [3] o/d accepts (a), (c), (d); [4] afraid accepts
(b), (c), (d); (5] utter satisfies only (a), and [6] asleep only (b); [7] soon accepts
(c)and (d); while [8], finally, satisfies none of the four criteria.

Criterion (c), acceptance of premodification by very, and criterion (d), the
ability to take comparison, have no diagnostic value in distinguishing
adjectives from adverbs. These two features generally coincide for a particular
word, and are determined by a semantic feature, gradability, which cuts
across word classes (¢f 7.42). Thus, as we can see in the table, the adverb soon
isgradable, just like the central adjective hungry. Many adverbs are gradable,
just as many adjectives are gradable. And these two word classes use the
same features to realize the gradability of an item, in particular premodifica-
tion by very and comparison (¢f'7.74ff). Hence, these two features neither
distinguish adjectives from adverbs, nor are they found in all adjectives.

In this book the first six words in the table (hungry, infinite, old, afraid,
utter, asleep) are regarded as ADJECTIVES, whereas soon and abroad, at the
bottom of the table, are assigned to the ADVERB class.

We consider the ability of functioning both attributively and predicatively
to be a central feature of adjectives. Words like hungry and infinite, which
satisfy both these criteria (a and b), are therefore called CENTRAL adjectives.

Words like old, afraid, utter, and asleep, which satisfy at least one of these
first two criteria (a or b), are called PERIPHERAL adjectives.

The use of the criteria for testing adjective status of words like infinite is complicated by the fact
that there is a prescriptive tradition forbidding the use of very or the comparative with
intensifying adjectives like perfect, absolute, unique (cf7.33f), and also with the corresponding
adverbs ( perfectly, absolutely, uniquely) (cf 8.106).

The adjective inrelation to other word classes

We now consider some other examples of overlapping between the adjective
class and other word classes. The overlapping may be due to syntactic
features that are characteristic of other classes but displayed by some
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adjectives, or to features characteristic of the adjective class but displayed by
some members of other classes. The three relevant word classes are adverbs
(7.6-11), nouns (7.12-14), and participles (7.15-19).

Adjectives and adverbs

Adjective and adverb homomorphs

There is a certain overlap between the adjective and adverbclasses. Compare
the adjective function of premodification in the left-hand column and the
adverb function of adverbial in the right-hand column:

o . rapidly .
a rapid car ~ drive {*rapid } (1
. . *fastly
afastcar ~ drive { st } (2]
aslowcar ~ drive {SIOWIy} (3]
slow

Example (1] represents the normal case, where there is regular variation
between form and function of the adverb and adjective, and where the
adverb is formed by the derivational suffix -/y (¢f'7.46, Type (c)).

- Fast in (2] has identical form in both adjective and adverb functions.
Similarly, long and short, for example, can be used as both adjective and
adverb:

short.

*shortly.

a long time? had short hair.
She .
cut her hair

Did you have to wait 4 long?
*longly?

Whereas there is no adverb *longly, there is an adverb shortly, but with a
different meaning ‘soon’, as in I/l be back shortly. Adjective/adverb
homomorphs are exceptional, and many such uses in adverb function occur
chiefly in fixed expressions (¢f 7.8).

In 7.6 [3], both slow and slowly function as adverb. Adjective forms like slow
differ from the corresponding adverb forms in several ways. The adjective
form, if admissible at all, is restricted to a position after the verb or (if
present) the object:

slowly .
He {*slow } drove the car into the garage.

slowly

He drove the car {?*slow

} into the garage.

In those cases where there is variation (eg: drive slow ~ slowly, buy cheap ~
cheaply), the adjective form and a corresponding -/y adverb form can be used
interchangeably, with little or no semantic difference, except that some
people prefer the adverb form, particularly in formal style.
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In standard use, only a limited number of adverbs are formally identical to
adjectives. Thus there are no acceptable sentences:

*He came back sudden.
*She buys her clothes careful.

By contrast, in nonstandard or very familiar English, the use of the
adjective for the adverb form is widespread, eg:

Don't talk daft.

She pays her rent regular.
They played real good.
He spoke to John sharp.

However, unlike the absolute form, the comparative and superlative forms
of some adjectives are common also in standard English. Compare:

Speak clear. . [1]
Speak clearer. [‘more clearly’] 2]
This newsreader speaks clearest of all. [‘most clearly’] (3]

Whereas clear in [1] is nonstandard for c/early, (2] and [3] are both acceptable
standard English variants of more clearly and most clearly, respectively. Other
examples:

It’s easier said than done. [‘more easily’] [4]
Ami ran'(the) slowest. [5]
The car went slower and slower. [6]

(The warning ‘Danger, go slow’ is however fully acceptable also to speakers
who reject ‘Drive the car slow’.)

Example [6] with coordination illustrates a factor which helps to make the
adjective form particularly acceptable. Whereas speak clear is nonstandard,
speak loud and.clear is fully acceptable in standard English. Other examples
of coordination are the following: ™

lose fair and square
be brought up short and sharp
be tangled up good and proper {nonstandard)

¥
[a] Cf7.20 for thq use of adjectives expressing the result of the process denoted by the verb, eg:
That powder washed the clothes white.
[b] Cr7.27 for the use of adjectives as the sole realization of 2 verbless clause, eg:
Nervous, the man opened the letter.

Adverbs without -ly
There are some other words which, like fast in 7.6, have the same form
(without the -/y suffix) in adjective and adverb functions, eg:

She arrived in the /ate afternoon. [adjective]
She arrived /ate in the afternoon. [adverb]

Late also has an -ly form, lately, but with a different meaning:

Have you seen her lately ? [‘recently’]
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Other examples are the following (adjective uses are given first):

clean clothes; play the game clean; The knife cut c/eanly.

a close friend ; stay close together ; He watched her closely.

This ring must be dear [{esp BrE) ‘expensive’]; I paid dear(ly) for my
mistake ; She loved him dearly.

a deep breath; live deep in the woods; breathe deep(ly)

a direct flight; We flew direct(ly) to Paris; Reply to me direct(ly) [‘direct
to me’]; I’ll see you directly [‘immediately’] after lunch.

a fine view; It works fine; The parsley was chopped fine(ly).

a flat country; I'm flat broke {informal) ; He’s flatly opposed to it.

a high building; The plane flew high above; They were praised highly.

light weapons; She travels /ight; They were lightly armed.

a sharp turn; She turned sharp(ly) left; She tumed the car sharply.

The scar was an inch wide ; The door was wide open; He seems to be
widely known here.

Adjectives and adverbs in -ly
Some words in -/y can function both as adjectives and adverbs:

ADJECTIVE ' ADVERB
anearly train’ We finished early today.
A likely story! He’ll very/most likely succeed. {esp BrE)

a monthly visit She visited him monthly.

Words in -ly like monthly, which denote time, can also function as time
adverbs: daily, fortightly (esp BrE), hourly, nightly, quarterly, weekly, and
yearly.

When we require adverbs corresponding to -y adjectives such as friendly,
grisly, kindly, kingly, lively, manly, and masterly, we normally use an adjective
construction, thus avoiding the double suffix -/ily:

She received us in a friendly way.
She gave us a friendly welcome.
[BUT NOT: *She received us friendlily.]

Verbs with percept as subject (smell, feel, look, sound) have an adjective
phrase as complement (¢/ 4.29/). But there is some uncertainty in the use of
adjective and related adverb forms:

good[*well.

The flowers smell
sweet| Isweetly.

There are prescriptive objections to the adverb form for these items with
smell in this use, and to badly with feel. With feel and smell, the adverb form
is used to express intensity of feelings:

badly [1]

He felt keenly 2] about it.
strongly 3]
deeply (4]

It smells strongly of garlic.
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[a] Note the difference in meaning between the adjective and adverb form in the following:

bad today, [health] [1a]
She feels bacl{badly about it. [*guilty’, ‘uneasy’] [1b]
The adjective keen has the different sense of *enthusiastic™:
He {fclt keen aboutfon it, [2a]
was
Contrast with the intensifying adverb strongly in [3] the physical sense of strong in [3a]:
felt
He was strong. . [32a]

[b] The use of adverb forms after taste seems much less common-and would be unacceptable to
many speakers:
good{ Mwell.
The food tastes {marvellous/ P marvellously. )
[e] Note the distinction in meaning between the adjectives good and well (¢f 7.38) after look:

She looks good, [appearance]
She looks well, [health]

Adjectives and adverbs beginning with a-

Certain words beginning with a- (like asleep in 7.3f) have constituted a
problem in classification for grammarians, some assigning them to the
adjective class, and others to the adverb class. These a-words function
predicatively, but only a few can be freely used attributively.

Only a relatively small number of adverbs can function predicatively,
namely certain place adverbs, eg: aboard, upstairs (cf 8.41) and time adverbs,
eg: now, tonight (cf8.76). But even these adverbs are used predicatively only
after be, while adjectives can be used with other copular verbs as well
(¢f7.3f). Compare the different patterns with the copular be and seem:

was asleep/hungry/abroad|there.
The patient seemed asleep/hungry. [adjectives]
*abroad|*there. [adverbs)

Another difference between a-adjectives and a-adverbs is that a-adjectives
refér to temporary states and cannot be part of the predication after verbs of
motion; a-advérbs, on the other hand, denote direction after such verbs.
Contrast:

aboard|abroad|around|away. [adverbs]

She went {*afraid/ *alert/*asleep/*awake. [adjectives]

The sentences with a-adjectives are acceptable only if the adjectives can be
interpreted not as part of the predication but as supplementive adjective
clauses (¢f 7.27f). For example, we might be able to interpret He went afraid
as ‘He was afraid as he went”,

Examples of some other a-adjectives:

ablaze alike ashamed  adrift aghast
alive dfire ajar alone acerse
afloat alert aloof awake aware

A-adjectives vary as to whether they can be attributive. Most a-adjectives
are only marginally acceptable in attributive function, unless they are
premodified:
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%an afraid look ?an alive eye
Aloof and alert, hbwever, are fully acceptable in attributive function, eg:
analoof character - an alert manner
Mosf a-adjectives can occur attributively when they are modified:

a somewhat afraid soldier
the fast asleep children

a really alive/lively student
the wide awake patient

Some a-adjectives have parallel a-less forms or synonyms in attributive
function: :

Their ambitions are alike. [¢f: They have similar ambitions.]

The soldier was alone, patrolling. [cf* a lone/solitary soldier]

The animals are alive.* [cf: They are live/living animals.]

The woman is afraid.  [¢f: a frightened woman]

The children were asleep. [¢f: the sleeping children]

She was not aware of the consequences. [¢f* a conscious/deliberate
action]

Some a-adjectives freely take premodification by very and comparison, eg:
afraid, alert, alike, aloof, ashamed, and awake. Others do so marginally, eg:
asleep and awake. Alive to in the sense ‘aware of * can be premodified by very
and can be compared. Some of the a-adjectives can also be premodified by
very much (particularly afraid, alike, ashamed, aware), and aware can be
premodified by (very) well, too. There is vacillation between so/t00 alike and
so much|too much alike. Since the modifiers much and well arecharacteristically
taken by many adverbs (¢f 7.16 Note), these a-words show themselves to be
particularly marginal to the adjective class.

[a] Adverbs which cannot be used predicatively with seem can occur after seem o be (a
construction which is also available for adjectives):

They seem to be {'aboard, abroad, around._ [ad.verbs]

afraid, alert, asleep. [adjectives]

[b] Like the adverbs in She was downstairsfoutside, abroad can be a responsc to 2 question
introduced by the interrogative adverb where:

A:Where ishe? "B: Abroad.
Other a-adverbs, eg: around and away, are less likely to be the sole response to a where-question,
though they can supply the information requested by where:

A:Whereishe? B:Heis around/away.
[e] Notice the contrast between the a-adjective in They looked asleep and the a-adverb in They
looked away. With asleep, looked is a copular verb, synonymous with seemed. With away, it is an
intransitive verb, similar in meaning and usc to glanced.
[d] Alike requires reference to coordinated noun phrases or to a plural noun phrase, 2 constraint
identical with that for reciprocal pronouns (¢/'6.31). Compare:

John and Mary| ___[alike.

Thechildren like each other.
[e] Alone can refer cither to a permanent characteristic *solitary by nature’, or to a temporary
featurc “without companionship”. in the former sense, it is acceptable, at least to some speakers,
in constructions with seem and very:

(?)She seemed alone. () She is very alane.
[BUT: 7*She seemed very alone in the house that morning.]
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Adjectives and nouns
Nouns are commonly used attributively, and are thus superficially similar to
peripheral adjectives in satisfying criterion (a) (7.3/° ) eg:

the bus station, a business friend, lamb chops

However, nouns do not satisfy any of the other criteria (b, ¢, d) for adjective
status. Compare:

(a) the large station the bus station

(b) The station seems /arge. *The station seems bus.
(c) a very large station *a very bus station

(d) alargerstation *a busser station

Furthermore, nouns have other features which dlstmgunsh them from
adjectives. Compare, for example:

Isaw a bus. *Isaw alarge.
The bus is here. *The large s here.
one bus/two buses *one large/two larges

The relation of nouns to adjectives is further discussed in 7.13/, and
premodification by nouns in 17.104f.

Some items can be both adjectives and nouns. For example, criminal is an
adjective in that it can be used both attributively and predicatively:

a criminal attack
The attack seemed criminal to us.
But the word criminal can also be a count noun, since it can:

(i) take deferminers:
The c‘n'minal pleaded guilty.
He is probably a criminal.
(ii) beinflected for number:
one criminal ~ several criminals
1
(iii) beinfletted for the genitive case:
the criminal’s sentence, the criminals’ views
(iv) be premodified by an adjective:
a violent criminal
Of course, the attributive use of an item such as criminal is not a sufficient
criterion for calling it an adjective. As we have seenin 7.12, nouns, as well as

adjectives, can be used as premodifiers of nouns. In[1], criminal is undoubtedly
an adjective, since there is no article or number contrast [1a, 1b):

criminal. [11
His attack was < *a/the criminal. [1a]
*criminals. [1b]

Similarly, criminal in a criminal attack is also an adjective, since the phrase is
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equivalent to ‘a brutal attack’ and not to, say, ‘an attack by a criminal’

_ (¢f7.14). Moreover, criminal is gradable in that phrase:

a very[rather criminal attack

It is also an adjective in criminal law (‘law relating to crime’; ¢f: civil law,
commercial law) and in both senses of criminal lawyer (‘a lawyer specializing
incriminal law’ and ‘a lawyer who is criminal’; ¢f 7.37).

We will therefore say that criminal is a homomorph (¢f 2. 38), ie both an

_ adjective and a noun, and that the relationship between the adjective criminal

and the noun criminal is that of conversion (¢f App L43ff). Here are some
other examples of conversions from adjective to noun:

ADJECTIVES NOUNS

an ancient custom She is investigating the ancients’ conception of
’ - the universe.

a black student There was only one black in my class.

a classic book You won’t find many c/assics in our library.

intellectual interests ~ She considers herself an intellectual.

a noble family The king greeted his nobles.

a natural skier He’s a natural for the job.

a six-year-old boy Our six-year-old is at school.

Items like medical, physical, and oral are also used without 2 noun head:

Have you had a medical/physical yet?

When is your French oral?
They differ, however, from the previous group in that speakers tend to feel that a noun like
examination is implied, which is not the case with, say, an intellectual. On the other hand, oral
has a plural orals, which is an indication of full conversion. Medical and physical do not have
plurals (at least not in general use), and are therefore instances of partial conversion.

Nouns functioning attributively also possess other features which distinguish
them from adjectives (¢f'7.12). The basically nominal character of a
premodifying noun, such as garden in garden tools, is shown by its
correspondence to a prepositional phrase with the noun as complement: tools
Jor the garden. Compare also:

the ‘city 'council ~ the council for the city
a'stone'wall  ~ a wall (made) of stone
'August 'weather ~ weather (usual) in August

Such a correspondence is not available for attributive adjectives:
a'long 'poem a'thick 'wall
the 'urban'council 'hot 'weather

However, we can sometimes use a postmodifying prepositional phrase with
arelated noun as complement, eg:

a long poem ~ a poem of considerable length

As indicated, the normal (noncontrastive) stress for both groups is even
stress. The stressing of noun + noun sequences and their relation to
compounds and prepositional phrases are discussed in 17.104f
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Like adjectives, nouns can function as subject complement after copular
verbs, in particular after be (¢f2.17):

That man is a fool.
The noise you heard was thunder.
She became a nurse.

Some nouns can also be used within the subject complement after seem {esp
BrE). These are indeed very close to adjectives:

He seems a fool. [= foolish]

Your remark seems (complete) nonsense to me. [= nonsensical)
My stay there seemed sheer bliss. [= blissful

His friend seems very much an Englishman. [= very English]

Note however the change of prémodifier in: very much an Enghshman ~ very
English.

The closeness is of course greatest for noncount nouns such as nonsense
and bliss, since, like adjectives, they do not take number contrast. However,
they can appear without an overt determiner (unlike adjectives functioning
as heads of noun phrases, ¢/ 7.23f):

She doesn’t like nonsense. [noncount noun)
She admires the mystical. [adjective as head of a noun phrase]

Some noun forms can function both attributively and predicatively, in
which case we can perhaps regard them as adjectives (¢f App 1.51). They
denote style of material from which things are made:

that concrete floor  ~ That floor is concrete.
Worcester porcelain ~ This porcelain is Worcester.
those apple pies ~ Those pies are apple. {informal)

[a] Attributive nolins can be coordinated with nongradable adjectives, eg: weekly and morning
newspapers, city anid suburban houses, but it seems.that such conjoinings are normally possible
only when there is an ellipted head, but not otherwise:
weekly newspapers and morning newspapers
city houses and suburban houses
*a city and pleasant house
Where both premodifiers are nouns, ellipsis need not be involved, eg:
a glass and cancrete house [‘a house made of glass and concrete’)
a cheese and cucumber sandwich [*a sandwich containing cheese and cucumber’)
These become ambiguous in the plural (¢/'13.68), eg:
cheese and cucumber sandwiches [*each of the sandwiches contains cheese and cucumber’
or ‘cheese sandwiches and cucumber sandwiches’]
[b] The nouns that can most casily appear as complement after seem are those that are gradable,
that is to say the nouns that can be modified by intensifying adjectives (¢/'7.33/). However, some
speakers, while accepting in this function noncount nouns and singular count nouns, find plurat
nouns dubious:
IThey seem fools. ?His friends seem very much Englishmen.
Material nouns, which are not gradable, are also dubious after seem:
?That floor seems concrete.  7Those pies seem apple.
[¢] Fun is primarily a regular noncount noun: a great deal of fun, great fun, some fun. However,
in informal usage (esp AmE), fun has been fully converted into an adjective:
The party was fun; a fun person; a very fun party
[d) On the use of nouns in cases like Are you cosmetics?, ¢f 5.5 Note,
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Adjectives and participles

There are many adjectives that have the same suffixes as participles in -ing or
-ed (including the variants of -ed). These will be called PARTICIPIAL
ADJECTIVES: ‘ :

PREDICATIVEUSE ATTRIBUTIVE USE
His views were very surprising. ~ his surprising views
The man seemed very offended. ~ the offended man

They include forms in -ed that have no corresponding verbs:

The results were unexpected. ~ the unexpected results
Her children must be downhearted.  ~ her downhearted children
All his friends are talented. ~ his talented friends

His lung is diseased. ~ his diseased lung

When there are no corresponding verbs (*1o unexpect, *to downheart, *to
talent, *10 disease), the forms are obviously not participles (¢/ Note below).

When there is a corresponding verb, attributively used -ed forms usually
have a passive meaning (¢/'17.29), eg:

lost property ~ propérty that has been lost

In some cases, however, the -ed participle is not interpreted as passive. The
passive interpretation is excluded if the corresponding verb can be used only
intransitively:

the escaped prisoner [‘the prisoner who has escaped’]
the departed guests [‘the guests who have departed’]

But even in other instances, the participle relates to the intransitive use of
the verb; thus the passive interpretation is impossible in:

a grown boy [‘a boy who has grown (up)’]
Itis unlikely in:

the faded curtains [‘the curtains which have faded’]
the retired manager [‘the manager who has retired’]

Predicative use occurs only with some of these participial adjectives:

The curtains are faded.

Her father is now retired.

Her son is grown. [dubious in BrE, but full-grown or grown-up is fully
acceptable]

The guests are departed.

The last example is archaic, unlike the acceptable the departed guests (cf the
reverse situation with go: The guests are gone, *the gone guests). But contrast:

*The prisoner is escaped.

Sometimes there is a corresponding verb, but it has a different meaning.
We can therefore have ambiguous sentences where the ambiguity depends
on whether the word is a participle or a participial adjective:
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ADJECTIVE: She is (very) calculating (but her husband is frank).
{ PARTICIPLE:  She is calculating (our salaries). [“. . . so don’t disturb her
while she is doing the arithmetic.’]
ADJECTIVE: They were (very) relieved (to find her at home).
{ PARTICIPLE:  They were relieved (by the next group of sentries).

Notice that we can replace be by seen only with the adjectives (¢/ 3.77 on
pseudo-passives): ‘

She séems very calculating.
*She seems calculating our salaries.

[a) Unexpected corresponds to the -ed participle of expect plus the negative particle: unexpecled
~ not expected, However, such un- + verb + -ed forms are not participles, since there is no verb
un- + verb, eg: *unexpect (unlike undress, etc). Unlike expected, unexpected can be premodified -
by very, so that the morphological change has been accompanied by a semantic/syntactic change.
The situation is less clear for the morphologically negative forms unwritten (cg: umvritten law)
and unbroken (eg: unbroken succession), which resemble the positive forms in not accepting very
(but¢f'7.16 Note and App 1.21).
[b] Nouns can also have adjective derivatives in -ed (¢f App 1.38), eg: hard-hearted, talented,
Jour-legged, flar-bottomed, bearded.

Often the difference between the adjective and the participle is not clear-cut
(c/17.98(). The verbal force of the participle is explicit for the -ing form .
when a direct object is present. Hence, the following -ing forms are participles.
that constitute a verb phrase with the preceding auxiliary (¢f'3.52f):

Her views were alarming her audience.
You are frightening the children.
They are insuiting us.

Similarly, the verbal force is explicit for the -ed form when a by-agent phrase
with a personal agent (cf3.63(7, 8.801) is\present, indicating the correspond-
ence to the active form of the sentence:

The man was offended by the policeman.
He is appreciated by his students.
She was misunderstood by her parents.

1
For both partjciple forms, premodification by the intensifier very is an
explicit indication that the forms have achieved adjective status:

Her views were very alarming.
You are very frightening.
The man was very offended.

very
BUT: Heis < verymuch } appreciated.
highly

We might therefore expect that the presence of very together with an explicit
indicator of verbal force would produce an unacceptable sentence. This is
certainly so for the -ing participle form:

*His views were very alarming his audience.
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However, with the -ed participle, there appears to be divided usage,
with increasing acceptance of the cooccurrence of very with a by-agent phrase
containing a personal agent:

?The man was very oﬁ"ended by the policeman.

In.the absence of any explicit indicator, the status of the participle form is
indeterminate: -

The man was offended.

- For the -ed form in this example, the participle interpretation focuses on the
- process, while the adjective interpretation focuses on the state resulting from -

the process. For the -ing form the difference is perhaps clearer. In the sentence
John is insulting, with no object present, the participle interpretation is
implausible bécause the verb is normally transitive. If, however, the participle
interpretation is selected, then the sentence expresses that John is in the
process of giving insults and we expect an object, while in the adjective
interpretation, the sentence points to a characteristic of John (¢f: John is
rude). A participle interpretation is similarly unlikely for the following
sentences:

She is surprising. ~ 8he surprises.
He s interesting. ~ He interests.
It is exciting. ~ Nt excites.

It is tempting. ~ Mt tempts.

Whereas gradable adjectives and adverbs are intensified by very, verbs are intensified by other
intensifying adverbs such as much and well (¢f8.1044"), which themselves are often premodified
by very, eg: very much, very well. The applicability of this critcrion dependson whether the words
are gradable, since (as we have seen in 7.3/) not all adjectives are gradable. Hence, if the
corresponding verb allows (say) very much while the participle form disallows very, we have a
good indication that the form in question is a participle rather than an adjective:
She loved him very much.
~ He was very much loved (by her).
~ He was loved very much (by her).
~ (M)He was very loved.
Generally, -ed participle forms accepting cery can retain very when they cooccur with a by-
phrase containing a nonpersonal semi-agent (¢/ 3.76):
I'm very disturbed by your attitude.
We were very pleased by his behaviour.
Also, as we have seen, personal agents sometimes occur in this construction, as in:
21 was very influenced by my college professors.

The participle sometimes reaches full adjective status when it is compounded
with another element:

The eggs are boiled hard. ~ The eggs are (very) hard-boiled.
It is breaking my heart. ~ Itis (very) heart-breaking.
He was bitten (by a snake).  [cf: He was frost-bitten.]

When an adjective or adverb is the first element of the compound, as in hard-
borled, an intensifier such as very can be interpreted as related to the first
element rather than to the compound as a whole.
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Sometimes the -ed participle cannot be used in environments where the adjective compound is
admitted. For example, the verb speak does not allow a personal noun such as man as direct
object, and hence we cannot have in the passive: )

*That man is spoken.
But we can have well-spoken in place of spoken. Compare:

speaks well.
Thatman {'ls well-spoken.

{dresses well.

} [*has a good manner of speaking’]

is well-dressed.

Similarly, the verb behave does not take a direct.object (except the refiexive), and therefore we
cannot have a passive: .
*The boy was behaved.
But we can have an adjective compound :
The boy was well-behaved.

Not only participial adjectives allowing the intensifier very, but also stative
-ing and -ed participles can be attributive (¢f'17.98f"), as the following
examples show :

her crying children amarried couple
a winning team -his publisked work
boiling water the caprured prisoner

That the sense is stative can be seen in the meaning of, for example, a winning team: ‘ateam that
has won (a lot of matches lately)’, je *a strong team’ rather than ‘a team that is winning’; a
married couple is ‘a couple who are not single’,

Some verbs have different participle forms for verbal and adjectival use

(¢f3.134):

You have drunk too much.  ~ drunk(en) driving/driver
Have you shaved? ~ a clean-skaven young man
The shirt has shrunk. ~ a shrunken shirt

Note the pronunciation /id/ of the ending -ed in some adjectives, eg: beloved
Jbrlavid/. Other examples:

crooked dogged Jagged learned
naked ragged wicked wretched

The suffix of aged is pronounced as a separate syllable /id/ when the word is
predicative or is attributive of a personal noun (The manis aged; an aged man
‘old”), but not, for example, in an aged wine or a man aged fifty.

Syntactic functions of adjectives

Attributive and predicative

The adjective functions as the head of an adjective phrase, with or without
modification (¢f'2.28). For the sake of simplicity, we refer to the functions of
the ‘adjective’ when, strictly speaking, we should refer to the functions of the
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‘adjective phrase’. For the same reason, we generally exemplify the functions
of the adjective phrase with the adjective alone.

Adjectives are attributive when they premodlfy the head of a noun phrase
(¢f17.96):

a small garden
popular ballads

Adjectives are predicative when they function as subject complement or
object complement. There is a copular relatlonshlp between subject and
subject complement (¢f 10.8):

The children are happy.
He seems careless.

Adjectives are subject complement not only to noun phrases, but also to
clauses, which may be finite clauses [1, 2] or nonfinite clauses [3, 4]:

That you need a car is obvious. m
Whether he will resign is uncertain. 2]
To drive a car is dangerous. (3]
Playing chess is enjoyable. (4]

There is a copular relationship between direct ob_]cct and object
complement (¢/ 10.8):

I find him careless.
He made the children happy.

Adjectives can also be object complement to clauses:

what he did } Jfoolish.

Tconsider { playing so hard

The adjective functioning as object complement often expresses the result
of the process denoted by the verb (¢/'16.21):

He pulled his belt zight. [5]
He pushed the window open. (6]
He writes his letters large. [7

The result can be stated for each sentence by using the verb be:

His belt is tight. [5a]
The window is open. [6a]
His letters are /arge. [7a]

The verbs in [5-7] have a causative meaning. For example, [5] can be paraphrased:
He caused his belt to be tight by pulling it.
Some verbs used in this type of construction primarily express cause:
She made him happy. ['She caused him to be happy.’]
The news turned his hair white. [‘The news caused his hair to be white.’]
The analogy with adverbs can be seen in the resultative effectof an adverb such as our. Compare
[6] with [8]:
open. [6]
He pushed the window oul 8]

[*He caused the window to be openjout by pushing it.’]
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Postpositive
Adjectives can sometimes be postpositive, ie they can immediately follow the
noun or pronoun they modify. Wemay thus have three positions of adjectives:

PREDICATIVE:  This information is useful. [1]
ATTRIBUTIVE:  useful information [2]
POSTPOSITIVE:  something useful [3]

A postpositive adjective (together with any complementation it may have;
¢/7.22) can usually be regarded as a reduced relative clause:

something that is useful ) . ' [3a]

Compound indefinite pronouns and adverbs ending in -body, -one, -thing,
-where (¢f 6.46f, 17.57) can be modified only postpositively:

Anyone (who is) intelligent can do it. _
I want to try on something (that is) larger.
We’re not going anywhere very exciting.

Of course, adjectives that can occur only attributively (¢/7.32f") are excluded:
*something (which is) main *somebody (who is) mere
Postposition is obligatory for proper meaning ‘as strictly defined’, eg:

the City of London proper

In several institutionalized expressions (mostly in official designations), the
adjective is pos"tpositive (¢f17.59), eg:

the president elect vice-chancellor designate
[*soon to take office’] postmaster general
heir apparent court martial
attorney general notary public
from time iinmemorial body po\litic
Note also:

the person opposite [BUT: the opposite direction]
all of us, me included [BUT: including me])
Monday to Friday inclusive (AmE also: Monday through Friday;

¢f9.37)

Longman Group Limited/Ltd {UK); Harcourt Brace Jovanovich,
Incorporated|/Inc {US)

Asia Minor Poet Laureate

devil incarnate all things English

the best car going B flat/sharp/major/minor

Adjectives ending in -able and -ible can have postposition when the noun
is modified by another adjective in the superlative degree (¢f 7.74f/), by only,
or by the general ordinals /ast, next, etc (¢f5.22). We thus have either
attributive position or postposition in:

the best possible use ~ the best use possible
the greatest imaginable insult ~ the greatest insult imaginable
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the best available person ~ the best person available
the only suitable actor ~ the only actor suitable

The deverbal suffix -ablej-ible combines with transitive verbs to produce
gradable adjectives: ‘of the kind that can be V-ed’ (¢f App 1.40). Some
postpositive adjectives, especially those ending in -able or -ible, retain the
basic meaning they have in attributive position but convey the implication
that what they are denoting has only a temporary application. Thus, the stars
visible refers to stars that are visible at a time specified or implied, while rhe
visible stars more aptly refers to a category of stars that can (at appropriate
times) be seen. We have a similar distinction between the temporary and the
permanent in rivers navigable and navigable rivers.

 Appointed, desired, required; followmg, past, preceding; and positive also
occur in either position:

at the appointed time ~ at the time appornted
in past years ~ in years past

the preceding years  ~ the years preceding
positive proof - ~ proof positive

Postposition is usual with the set phrase pure and simple, as in the answer/|
truth pure and simple.

" Postposition (in preference to attributive position) is usual for a few a-
adjectives (¢/'7.10f) and for the four adjectives absent, present, concerned,
involved when they designate ‘temporary’ as opposed to ‘permanent’ attributes

(¢f17.7):

The house (which is) ablaze is next door to mine.

The boats (which were) affoat were not seen by the bandits.

The men (who were) present were his supporters.

The people (who were) involved were not found.
[¢f: the involved people, which designates a permanent attribute, but
¢/ Note [b]]

Postposition is used with net and gross when the precise amounts are stated :

He was paid a fee of £12 gross, on which he had to pay £4 tax, leaving
the sum of £8 ner. [BUT: The gross sum was £12. The net sum was £8.]

Compare rotal:

The { 5% total was£12
total sum :

[a] The postpositive adjective, as in the president elect and vice-chancellor designate, reflects a
neoclassical style based on Latin participles and much in vogue in Elizabethan times. Cf the
normal attributive position of English participles; 17.98(:

the elected president, the acting professor
[b] Attributive present normally has temporal meaning (eg: af the present time); but it has the
same sensc as postpositive present (ie the antonym of absent) in the fixed expression present
company excluded (where perhaps it has been transposed from its usual position because the
participle has occupied that position) and in expressions that seem to be bused on it, eg : excluding
present company (‘if we exclude present company’).

In AmE, attributive and postpositive intolved and concerned may have the same sense if the

head of the noun phrase is party or parties:

the iniolved party, the concerned parties
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Adjectives with complementation
Adjectives with complementation (¢/ 16.68) normally cannot have attribu-
tive position but require postposition. Compare:

a suitable actor BUT.NOT: *a suitable for the part actor

The complementation can be a prepositional phrase or a fo-infinitive clause:

I know an actor suitable for the part. 1
They have a house larger than yours. ) 21
The boys easiest to teach were in my class. - [3]
Students brave enough to attempt the course deserve to succeed. [4]

The postpositive structures can of course be regarded as reduced relative
clauses:

1 know an actor who is suitable for the part. [1a]

If the adjective is alone or merely premodified by an intensifier, postposition
is not normally allowed :

*They have a house (much) larger. .
*The soldiers (rather) timid approached their officer.

However, if the noun phrase is generic and indefinite, coordinated adjectives,
or adjectives with some clause element added, can be postposed, though such
constructions are formal and rather infrequent:

Soldiers ti‘r',nid or cowardly don’t fight well. [5]
Soldiers normally timid don’t fight well. [6]
A man usually honest will sometimes cheat. 7

The more usual constructions are premodification or a relative clause:

Timid or cowardly soldiers . . . [5a]
Soldiers who are timid or cowardly . . . [5b]
Soldiers who are normally timid . . . ™ [6a]
A man who'is usually honest . . . [7a]

Like relative clauses, postposed adjectives may be restrictive or nonrestric-
tive, eg:

Soldiers nor?mally timid don’t fight well.

[‘Soldiers who are . . ."] [generic and indefinite noun head] [6]
The soldiers, normally timid, fought bravely.

[“The soldiers, who were . . .’][specific and definite noun head] [6b]

The adjective of an adjective phrase can often be attributive, leaving its
complementation in postposition. Thus, equivalent to sentences [2] and [3]
are the somewhat more informal sentences [2a] and [3a]:

They have a larger house than yours. [2a]
The easiest boys to teach were in my class. [3a]

An adjective modified by enough, too, or so can be separated from its
complementation if the modified adjective is placed before the indefinite (or
zero) article of the noun phrase (8, 9]:
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She is brave enough a student to attempt the course. (8]
It was too boring a book 10 read. 9]

With enough, the construction is more common if the adjective is premodified

" bynot, as in [8a)]:

She is not brave enough a student 1o attempt the course. ) [8a]

But with enough and 100, this construction seems to be possible only if the
adjective phrase is part of the subject complement or object complement
(compare [8] and [8b]):

* Brave enough a student to atterﬁpt the course deserves to succeed. [8b]

With so, the construction is also possib.le if the adjective phrase is part of the
subject or object [10]:

A man so difficult

So difficult a man} to please @ust be hard to work with. [10]

Exceptionally, certain short prepositional phrases may also premodify an
adjective in attributive position:

a by no means irresponsible action
~ an action (which is) by no means irresponsible

Compound modifiers usually denoting measurements may have either
attributive or postpositive position (note also the foor ~ feer shift):

a 5000-foot high mountain  ~ a mountain (which is) 5000 feet high

We find the postposition of adjectives in poetry in cases where attributive position is the norm
elsewhere in the language, ¢g:
Ben Battle was a soldier bold . . . (Thomas Hood)

Adjectives as heads of noun phrases

Adjectives can function as heads of noun phrases, which (like all noun
phrases) can besubject of the sentence, complement, object, and prepositional
complement. Adjectives as noun-phrase heads, unlike nouns, do not inflect
for number or for the genitive case and they usually require a definite
determiner (¢f'5.56, App 1.45).

Adjectives are typically used as heads of noun phrases to refer to certain
fairly well-established classes of persons, eg: the brave, the weak, the
maladjusted, the elderly, the underprivileged.

There are three types of adjectives functioning as noun-phrase heads:

(a) The innocent are often deccived by the unscrupulous. (7.24)
(b) The industrious Dutch are admired by their neighbours. (7.25)
(c) She admires the mystical. (7.26)

Type (a): the innocent

Adjectives which can premodify personal nouns (the young people) can be
noun-phrase heads (the young) with plural and generic reference denoting
classes, categories, or types of people. The adjective can itself be premodified
[3-5] or postmodified [6-7]:
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The poor are causing the nation’s leaders great concern. [1]
There is a lack of communication between the young and the old. [2]
The extremely old need a great deal of attention. [3]
The emotionally disturbed and the physically and mentally

handicapped need the aid of society. [4]
The very wise avoid such temptations. [5]
The young in spirit enjoy life. [6]
The old who resist change can expect violence. [7]

Notice that these adjectives are restricted to generic reference and take plural
concord. Hence, the pooi cannot denote one person. (The poor person, man,
woman, etc can have either specific or generic reference.) It is often possible
to add a general word for human beings such as people and retain the generic
reference, in which case the definite determiner is normally omitted (eg: old
people), but the use of the adjective as head of the noun phrase (eg: the old) is
also common. We must distinguish the noun phrases from cases of textual
ellipsis (¢/'12.334):

The young students found the course difficult, the older found it easy.

Here, the older is elliptical for the older students.

The adjective can itself be modified, usually by restrictive modification, eg
[5]: the very wise. Inflected comparison forms of the adjective are also possible
(the wiser). Comparative inflection and adverb modification are indications
of-the adjective status of these noun-phrase heads, while modification by
adjectives is more typical of nouns, and modification by relative clauses is
normally an indication of noun status. Avoidance of modification by
adjectives is probably related to the fact that this type of adjective as noun-
phrase head tends to accept only restrictive modification. Premodifying
adjectives with this noun-phrase head are normally interpreted as nonrestric-
tive. For example, the wretched poor would not normally be taken as a
subclass of poor people, whereas with its premodifying adverb the wretchedly
poor would be so taken. .

In the young of London, the prepositional phrase is postmodifying a general
noun that has been ellipted:

[those who are young] [in London]

By contrast, in the young in spirit [6], it is clear that the adjective itself is
postmodified by a prepositional phrase, since the general noun cannot be
postmodified by in spirit: *the people in spirit who are young. We then have the
structure:

[those who are [young [in spirit]]]

Similarly, we can argue that the relative clause in [7]:
the old who resist change

is postmodifying an ellipted general noun:
the people who resist change and who are old

Since people is not the only noun we can supply (for example we could insert
persons instead), such ellipsis must be weak ellipsis (¢/'12.38).
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The definite determiner is normally the generic definite article the. Note
however the use of the possessive determiner in:

" We will nurse your sick, clothe your naked, and feed your hungry.
It is the duty of the Government to care for our poor, our unemployed.

Other types are: we rich,. these dead. On the other hand, the following
examples with rhose are instances of postposition which can be analysed as
reduced relative clauses (¢f7.21):

those present ~ those who are present
those assembled ~ ~ those who are assembled

Those dead is ambiguous between ‘those dead ones’ (ad_]ectnve as head of a
noun phrase) and ‘those who are dead’.

Although adjectives functioning as noun-phrase heads generally require a
definite determiner, they can function as such without a determiner if they
are conjoined (¢f'5.50):

*He is acceptable to old/young.
He is acceptable to both (the) old and (the) young.

Also in some of-constructions:

The number of jobless/unemployed is rising.

[a]l Adjectives functioning as heads of noun phrases should be distinguished from nouns that are
converted from adjectives (¢f 7.13), eg: an editorial, two blacks. There is a great deal of varying
usage in this area, eg:

the world’s greats the party’s faithfui(s)

the undecided(s) the retired(s)
[b] Adjectives which do not denote fairly well-established classes are less likely to be used as
heads of noun phrases with generic reference, eg: the agitated, the bored, the resentful, the sleepy,
the dirty. This is a norm, not a rule, as can be seen in sentences like the following:

The alert will notice my irony, the sleepy may not.

Type (b): the Dutch

“Some adjectives denoting nationalities (¢/'5.56f) can be noun-phrase heads:

The industrious Dutch are admired by their neighbours.
You French and we British ought to be allies.

The adjectives in question are virtually restricted to words ending in -()sh
and -ch:

British, Cornish, Danish, English, Irish, Spanish, Turkish, Welsh; Dutch,
French

As with type (a) in 7.24, these noun phrases normally have generic
reference and take plural concord. Unlike type (a), type (b) cannot be
modified by adverbs: the very wise, but not the very English, with generic
plural reference. However, they can be modified by adjectives, which are
normally nonrestrictive, ie:

the industrious Dutch [‘the Dutch, who are industrious’]

Postmodifying prepositional phrases and relative clauses can be ecither
restrictive or nonrestrictive (¢f'17.3f):
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The Irish (who live) in America retain sentimental links with Ireland.
The Dutch, for many of whom speaking English is second nature, have
produced many of the greatest grammarians of the English language.

[a] Easily confused with adjectives denoting nationalities of type (b), but distinct from them,
are ethnic names (¢/5.88), eg: Eskimo, Navaho, Bantu. These, however, show their nominal
character by the possibility of being modified by determiners and numerals (rwo Eskirmo, several
Navaho) and, optionally, taking plural -s: two Eskino(s).
[b) Nationality adjectives are sometimes used not to refer to the nation as a whole but to some
part of it, for example, teams and troops representing their country (¢f 5.111):
The English lost against the Welsl in the final.

‘In 1796 the French invaded northern ltaly.
[e] You British and you Frenclt can also be analysed as having you as head and the names of the
nationalities as noun phrases inrestrictive apposition (¢/'17.88).
[d] As stated above, adjectives denoting nationalities that can be noun-phrase heads normally
have generic reference. There are, however, many exceptions. ¢g: two Boston Irish [*lrishmen/
Irishwomen'] and the ather English, as in .

?Now tell me about the other English at the villa, especially the one who has disappeared.

Type (c): the mystical

Some adjectives can function as noun-phrase heads with abstract reference.
They include, in particular, superlatives, in which case we can sometimes
insert a general noun like thing in its abstract sense:

The latest (thing/news) is that he is going to run for re-clection.

Unlike types (a) and (b), type (c) adjectives functioning as noun-phrase heads
take singular concord:

They ventured into the unknown, which was.. . .
The best is yet to come.

They can be modified by adverbs:

The very best (thing) is yet to come.
He went from the extremely sublime to the extremely ridiculous.

Type (c) is restricted chiefly to certain fixed expressions. Thus, for example,
the supernatural, the exotic, the unreal are more likely to occur than zhe lovely,
the foreign, the exciting, with abstract, generic reference.

There are a number of set ck‘ﬁressions in which an adjective with abstract reference is
complement of a preposition (¢/9.1 Note [c]), eg:

1t's for the good of everyone. He enjoyed it 1o the full.
He left for good. . Jfrom bod to worse

in publiclprivate/secret out of the ordinary

in the nudefin the wild in the extreme

in short above (the) normal

into the open . PR on the loose

on the sly in comnion

In many of these examples, the word-class status of the word following the preposition (or t/e) is
indeterminate betwecn adjective and noun.

Supplementive adjective clauses

Adjectives can function as the sole realization of a verbless clause (¢/'14.9) or
as the head of an adjective phrase realizing the clause:

ol
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The man, quietly assertive, spoke to the assembled workers. : [1]

Unhappy with the result, she returned to work. [2]
Glad to accept, the boy nodded his agreement. [3]
Anxious for a quick decision, the chairman called for a vote. [4]
Long and untidy, his hair played in the breeze. [5]

As the following examples demonstrate, the supplementive adjective clause
(¢ 15.60f) is mobile, though (partly to avoid ambiguity) it usually precedes
or (less usually) follows the subject of the superordinate clause:

Rather nervous, the man opened the letter. [6]
The man, rather nervous, opened the letter. : [6a]
* { The man opened the letter, rather nervous. [6b]

When it follows the subject, as.in [6a], it is in some respects like a
nonrestrictive relative clause (¢/'17.22f): ’

The man, who was nervous, opened the letter.

But the adjective clause suggests that the man’s nervousness is related to the
content of the sentence, whereas the relative clause does not necessarily
convey that implication. Another difference is that the adjective clause is
related to the predication as well as to the subject. Furthermore, unlike the
relative clause, the adjective clause is mobile and (with the exception
discussed below) its implied subject is the subject of the sentence. Thus,
while we have [7], we do not have as its equivalent [7a]:

The man restrained the woman, who was aggressive. 7N
*The man restrained the woman, aggressive. [7a]

However, if the supplementive adjective clause contains additional clause
constituents, it can be related to a noun phrase other than the subject of the
sentence:

quiet (now) in her daughter’s lap.
She glanced with disgust at the cat, < now quier.
*quiet.

Compare participle clauses, where the implied subject can also be other than
the subject of the sentence (¢/'15.62):

stretched out on the rug.

She glanced with disgust at the cat, { ; L
mewing plaintively.

Under certain conditions, and with little change of meaning, an adjective
functioning as a supplementive adjective clause may be replaced by an
adverb. Thus, instead of [6] we might have

Nervously, the man opened the letter. [6¢]

Like the adjective, an adverb with this function (¢f8.92ff) refers to an
attribute or state of the subject, though it normally does so specifically in
relation to the action that he is performing. This is typically expressed by
adverbs in medial position (¢/8.16):

The man nervously opened the letter. [6d]
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The adjective refers to the subject without explicit reference to the action,’
but unless otherwise stated, the characterization is only temporary.

[a] An adverbcan (obviously) not be substituted if there is no corresponding adverb (¢/ 7.6), eg*
long in [5]:
*Longly
Untidily
[b) Nor canreplacement by an adverb take place if the complementation or modification of the
adjective is disallowed for the adverb, eg [1a) *quietly assertively, (3] *gladly to accept, [4a)
*anxiously Jor a quick decision. If unhappy with the result in [2) is replaced by unhappily, the likely
meaning will be ‘I'm sorry to say that ...’ (rather than ‘She was unhappy), ie a disjunct
interpretation. .

his hair played in the breeze. ) ) [5al

The implied subject of a supplementive adjective clause can be the whole of
the superordinate clause: :

Strange, it was she who injtiated divorce proceedings. [11
Most important, his report offered prospects of a great profit. [2]
More remarkable still, he is in charge of the project. : [3].

For example, [1]is semantically equivalent to[1a]:

(Thefact) that it was she who initiated divorce proceedings
is strange. [1a]

These supplementive adjective clauses relate to the superdrdinate clause like’
comment clauses introduced by what (¢/'15.53ff). For example, for [1] we
have [1b]:

What is (éyen more) strange, it was she who initiated divorce
proceedings. (1b]

The few adjectives that can be used for this purpose convey the attitude that
what is being said is in some measure strange, eg: curious, funny, odd, strange,
surprising. A few others seem possible if they are premodified by more or
most, as in [2) and [3]. This type of adjective clause must precede its
superordinate clause. N

[a] A correspondiné adverb can be substituted for the adjective with little or no difference in
meaning, as with strangely for strange in[1) (¢/ content disjuncts in 8.127):

Strangely, it was she who initiated divoree proceedings. [lc]

The adjective, unlike the adverb, allows a rhat- or how-clause to follow:
Strange that rt turned out that way. 4]
how she still likes him. [5]

that it turned out that way. [4a]
how she still likes him. [5a)
This is because the adjective is elliptica! for an extraposed construction (¢/18.33f1) [5b), or
perhaps a pseudo-cleft construction (c/18.29) [5¢c]:

It is strange how she still likes him. [5b)

What is strange is how she still likes him. [5¢]
[b] Objections have been voiced against both most important (as in [2] above) and most
importantly. Some usage books recommend the one construction, some the other.

*Strangely, {

Contingent adjective clauses
A special type of supplementive adjective clause is the contingent adjective
clause, which expresses the circumstance or condition under which what is
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said in the superordinate clause applies. The contingent clause is elliptical
(¢f 12.31f) with ellipsis of an appropriate form of be, and (sometimes) of the
subordinator: :

Whether right or wrong, he always comes off worst in an argument

because of his inability to speak cogently. [1]
When fit, the Labrador is an excellent retriever. 2]
If wet, these shoes should never be placed too close to the heat. [3]

As with other supplementive adjective clauses (¢f 7.27f), the implied subject
of the contingent adjective clause is normally the subject of the superordinate
clause, but the clause is not equivalent to a nonrestrictive relative clause.
Unlike other supplementive adjective clauses, contingent adjective clauses
often have a subordinator present. It is sometimes.omitted, so that we can
have[la):

Right or wrong, he always comes off worst . .. [1a]

When the implied subject is the subject of the superordinate clause, it is
normal to put the adjective initially, as in [1-3], but it is not uncommon to
put 1t finally in spoken English. If a subordinator is present, there is no
problem in positioning the clause finally even in written English:

These shoes should never be placed too close to the heat if wer. [3a]

The contingent clause can also refer to the object of the superordinate
clause, though only a few adjectives are available for this use:

He sells them rew. ‘ (4]
Ican’tdrink it Aot. [5]
You must eat it when fresh, [6]

The adjective then usually comes finally and could be regarded as a
complement in [4] and [5] (¢/ 10.16). A subordinator is also often present, as
in [6]. As with all complements, the normal position of the adjective is final,
whether it is in a copular relation to the object of an active clause [7] or to the
subject of a passive clause [8]:

To make good tomato chutney, you should pick the tomatoes green. [7]

The tomatoes should be picked green. [8]
*Green you should pick the tomatoes. [7a]
*Green the tomatoes should be picked. [8a)

In informal spoken English, an adjective clause which refers to the object of
the superordinate clause can occur initially, though the position would be
avoided if ambiguity resulted, asin:

Hot, I can’t drink coffee. [“When I'm hot . . .’ or ‘I can’t drink
coffee hot.’) [5a]

The adjective clause can also refer to the whole of the superordinate clause
(which would be realized in the subordinate clause by the pro-form ir). In
such cases the subordinator cannot be omitted:

If (it is) possible, the puppy should be fed four times a day.
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When (it is) necessary, he can be taken to the doctor.
You must come as soon as (it is) possible.

[a] C/'14.94 for further discussion of adjective clauses and other verbless clauses, as well as of
nonfinite clauses that require similar treatment. .
[b] Corresponding adverbs cannot replace adjectives in contingent adjective clauses. [1] is
ambiguous between the more probuble interpretation of the adjective clause as conditional
(*Whether he is right or wrong ...") and the other possibility that it is a noncontingent
supplementive clause with the superordinate clause as its implied subject (¢/'7.28) (‘Whether it
isright or wrong. . ."). In the latter interpretation, adverbs can replace the adjectives:

Whether rightly or wrongly, he always comes off worst in an argument . . . [1b]

Exclamatory adjective clauses

Adjectives (especially those that-can be complement when the subject is
eventive, eg: That's excellent ) can'be exclamations, with or without an initial
wh-element (¢f'11.14f, 12.31f): '

" Excellent! (How) wonderful! (How) good of you!

‘Such adjective phrases need not be dependent on any previous linguistic

context, but may be a comment on some object or activity in the situational
context.

Syntactic subclassification of adjectives

We turn now to consider the characteristics of the peripheral adjectives,
those that are restricted to attributive or to predicative use (¢f 7.3f). The
restrictions are not always absolute, and sometimes vary with individual
speakers,

Attributive only N

In general, adjectives that are restricted to attributive position, or that occur
predominantly in attributive position, do not characterize the referent of the
noun directly. For example, o/d can be either a central adjective or an
adjective restricted to attributive position. In thar old man (the opposite of
that young man), old is a central adjective, and can thus also be predicative:
That man is old. On the other hand, in the usual sense of an old friend of mine
[‘a friend of old, a long-standing friend’], old is restricted to attributive
position and cannot be related to My friend is old. In this case, old is the
opposite of new [‘recently acquired’]. The person referred to is not being
identified as old: it is his friendship that is old. Outside such well-established
phrases as old friend, new friend, the contrast old/new requires the adjective to
be stressed

I'll take my 'old car tonight.

Similarly, the attributive adjective in the wrong candidate does not refer to
the wrongness of the person but te the mistake in identifying the person as a
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candidate. Adjectives that characterize the referent of the noun directly (thar
old man, My friend is old) are termed INHERENT, those that do not (an old
friend of mine) are termed NONINHERENT (¢f 7.43, 7.73).

However, some noninherent adjectives occur also predicatively. In part..noninherent adjectives
appear to be excluded from predicative position because of pressure from homonyms that
commonly occupy that position, as with old. But the reasons for the restriction are not always
clear. For example, both a uew student and a new frieud are noninherent, yet only the former can
be used predicatively:
That student is new. *My friend is uew.

Some of the factors that are involved in the restriction will emerge in the course of an
identification of the types of adjective that are restricted to attributive position.

A few adjectives with strongly emotive value which will not be further discussed are restricted
to attributive position, though the scope of the adjective clearly extends to the person referred to
by the noun, eg: you poor man, my dear lady, that wretched woman. These all involve nonrestrictive
modification (¢/'17.3).

Intensifying adjectives

Some adjectives have a heightening effect on the noun they modify, or the
reverse, a lowering effect. At least three semantic subclasses of intensifying
adjectives can be distinguished (c/8.99£):

(a) emphasizers
(b) amplifiers
(c) downtoners

(2) EMPHASIZERs have a general heightening effect and are generally
attributive only, eg:

a true scholar 11 plain nonsense 7N
a clear failure [2] the simple truth [8]
pure [‘sheer’] fabrication [3] an outright lie 9]
a real [‘undoubted’] hero [4] sheer arrogance [10]
a certain winner [5] a sure sign (11
a definite loss [6]

(b) AMPLIFIERS scale upwards from an assumed norm, and are central
adjectives if they are inherent and denote a high or extreme degree:

a complete victory ~ The victory was complete.
great destruction ~ The destruction was great.

On the other hand, when they are noninherent, amplifiers are attributive
only:

a complete fool ~ *The fool is complete.
afirmfriend ~ *The friend is firm.

Complete refers to the completeness of the folly, and firm to the firmness of
the friendship (in which sense it is asterisked here).

Amplifiers are only attributive also when they are used as emphasizers,
conveying principally emphasis rather than degree. For example, fotal in
total nonsense is an emphasizer, while in rozal destruction it is an amplifier and
has a literal application (‘the destruction of everything’). Hence the contrast
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total nonsense ~ *The nonsense was rotal.
total destruction ~ The destruction was rotal.

Further examples of adjectives as amplifiers that are attributive only:

utter folly _the absolute limit

a close friend a complete stranger
an extreme enemy his entire salary

a great supporter a perfect stranger

a strong opponent total irresponsibility

(c) DOWNTONERS have a lowering effect, usually scaling downwards from
an assumed norm. They are relatively few (eg: slight in a slight effort, feeble
in a feeble joke) and can be ignored for our present purpose, since they are
generally central adjectives. : .

Many of the intensifying adjectives in 7.33 can be related to intensifying
adverbs (¢/8.104):

He is a true scholar. ~ He is truly a scholar.
It was a clear failure. ~ It was clearly a failure.
It is utter folly to do that. ~ Itis utterly foolish to do that.

Notice that several intensifying adjectives have homonyms that can occur
both attributively and predicatively. Compare:

I drank some pure [‘clean’] water. [central adjective]
~ The water is pure.
That is pure [‘sheer’] fabrication. [emphasizer]
~ *The fabrication is pure.
Those are real flowers, [central adjective]
~ Those flowers are real, not artificial.
He’s a real [‘undoubted’] hero. [emphasnzer]
~ *The hero 1s real.

Examples of intensifying adjectives which can occur predicatively include:

His condemnation was extreme.  Their victory is certain.
His folly was great. The earthquake was strong.

Many adjectives wh!ch can be used as intensiflers and are restricted to attributive position have
severe restrictions on the nouns they modify, eg: a great/big baby [*very babyish’], a big fool ['very
foolish®); also a great friend rather than a big friend in the sense of *very friendly’.

Restrictive adjectives
Restrictive adjectives restrict the reference of the noun exclusively,
particularly, or chiefly. Examples, within noun phrases, include:

a certain person his chief excuse
the principal objection the exact answer
the same student the sole argument
the only occasion the specific point

a particular child the very man






























