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i ie is not always What we want it _ matters in your hands.” Winston did not
» 15 :i’sb:hbu‘i 1;0 makc tfle. E-mst of 1t as V intend to makt‘ A career in the Army, but
e e Y Way of bemg happy,’ simply to make a name for himself and
k‘nme Churchill wrote to her demanding acqu ire some experience and popularity
- first-born son, V\Jimmn mn 1896. A young before embarking on a political career.
Widow, she was trying to use her influence There is a sense of great energy n these
‘with Lord Kitchener to enable Winston, letters between an exuberant mother and a
g as he wanted, to serve in the Eg}ptlan forcetul son, only twenty years apart in age,
E . army for two vears. But she warned ¥i _
E - — hxm that she might not be able to pull
] o doltand any case had doubts as

to whether it was the right thing for
him. She added that she was sending

him £25, with a further £35 to tollow.
It was all she could afford.

It’s a typical letter, mixing practi-
cal and philosophical advice, in this
entertaining and illuminating collec-
tion, Whn.h could be read at a gal-
lop or at leisure. As a whole, it is a
deeply moving account of a single
mother’s attempt, with very limited
means at her disposal, to do her best
for an adored son, who was exposing
himself to grave dangers. Under Jen-

nie s guidance and tutelage, Winston,
having left school a teenager with an
undistinguished academic record,
blossomed imnto a published author
and courageous journalist while still
in his early twenties. Jennie worked
hard as his literary agent, placing his
articles and advising on book deals.
She also acted as his romantic sound-
ing board when he met Pamela Plowden
- ‘;h(% most beautiful girl I have ever seen -
and as his ongoing educator. While he was
in I’Hd 1y 4 he rm(f (,u} b{}ﬂ% j)z"c/!/h cﬂlt/f*d//
of the Roman L. mpire, a lnng and delight-
ful u:mp.mmn hip’, and then dfakgd her to
cend out volumes of the Annual Kegister
and Macaulay'’s History of England.
When Winston was involved in a scan-
dal, which he was appalled to sec reported
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this to go unchallenged as 1t wy sild be fatal
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Jennie & Winston after Randolph Churchill’s death, 1895

who shared many charactenstics, includin o
a huge sense of charm and ambition and an
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she also travelled to the Nile, ostensiblv to

lobby General Kitchener on her son’s behalf

(‘an action which it ever | have a biogra-

p}"’u:.r - will certainly be admired by others’)
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When I come back from Turkey 1 b

ro have material enough for a be ,
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who has travelled and never wnttm )
1 book! Shocking! ,
Far more shocking, howevef,,,
was [enmc s engagement 1o Geor
Cornwallis-West, a man twenty years
younger than her, in 1899. Yet Wm-
ston promised, ‘W hatever you mz}f
do or wish to do, 1 shall support ymx
In every way.
In my 2007 biography of}en e,
[ argued that those who claimed S
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Winston m—:cdt.d \dnnttc‘dh as thes
letters xhow, she 1111”‘ht Nnot hm:

‘,?-
' .w-

ited him often enough durmg hi

Qﬁl

schooldays. But, as soon as hts DI
hant if volatile father, Lord Rand ﬁ
Churchill, died, Jennie tulbf »
in the task of promoting Wmst |
assuring him that, from then on, ‘a
my pohitical ambitions shall be centy
in you.” Jennie and Winston had an intens
relationship of mutual support md «M
standing until the day she died. aged ixty
seven, i june 1921, tolloxnng 10 | !-a@
1 don’t think much of a woman wh .
children dislike her,” lennie wrote in 1 96

about Georgina Ward. dow: ager Counb
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of l)udh\ These letters ,edited and a i“mmz
tated with an admirable hu’h{‘i tguch by 1Cro

nid L(H}trh prove Wh\ fhdf was a fﬁ 4 ,‘

never likel ly to befall ]cnme Churchall,
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