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orders seized the moment, The satlors of the Lady Penrbyn
obtained a double ration of rum to celebrate the offloading of
the women convicts, and fortified with the ardent spirit they soon
found amusement singing, fighting and fucking, :

A few days later the prudish Lieutenant Ralph Clark lamented
at whar he rwa seen, presumably iﬂn:s.mﬁnmﬁ_% as lightning struck
the various unfortunates: ‘Good God what a Seen of dﬁ.ucao_dn
1s going on there in the women’s camp...] ﬂo.:_q, call it .rw the
name Sodom for there is more sip committed in it, than in any
other part of the world.’ Clark’s comparison with Sodom soon
proved more accurate than he imagined. ,

The tempests continued for several days, but the mornings
were tranquil, steamy and sodden, as is so often the case after the
Passing of a summer storm in Sydney. The record of what
happened on one such morning is m:ﬁ.,oEEan.v but _ﬂ_.oE.nrm
evidence I can imagine the scene that unfolded. In the dawn light
a party of marines is trudging through n:w n.:& towards the
women’s camp. They search tent after tent, evicting scrawny, rag-
clad convicts and poxy sailors nursing hangovers. Sometimes one,
perhaps two or three emerge from a tent, holding Hr.m: heads mm
a convict moll screams at the soldiers, “You can kiss my c...
Grim-faced the marines conunue with their task untj] out of one
tent is dragged a ship’s carpenter. “You’re for it, mate,’ whispers a
marine through clenched teeth 1o the malefactor, whose trans-
gression is all the worse because he is supposed 10 be one of &”m
tew figures of respectability in the mﬁﬂ_ﬂda:ﬁ..dﬁ nm_ﬁﬁ.:n;
Paramour follows, but then 1o éveryone’s surprise a third figure
emerges. It’s the cabin boy from the Prince of Wales transport,

An exasperated Arthur Phillip, governor of the colony, seems
to have been as uncertain of the appropriate punishment as he
was of the nature of the crime, so he ordered the cabin boy mm,m
the carpenter paraded out of camp to that sprightly, mwnmo.m_n

tune “The Rogue’s March’. The fife-players probably gave a fine

THE SANDSTONE CiTy 3
|.J|.JJI.|.I.|.|.I.|.|.|.J|.J|.|.|.JJJ|.J|.J: Seendloaal R0l
rendition, for they were doubtless we]] Practised: i

days of the colony, €xcept perhaps ‘God Save the King’,

The scene that followed was 4 sort of Prototype for Sydney’s
Gay and Lesbjan Mardi Gras, The hungover convicts, scurvy-
plagued sailors and red-coated marjnes Were assembled ingo files,
through which the curious Procession of miscreants marched,

First came the fifes, Playing the mocking air with 4 the vigour
they could muster. Close behind came the disgraced Carpenter,

nowhere else o go.

After that firsy night of mnvmcnrmﬁﬁ Governor Phillip desper-
ately needed to restore law and order. He held 2 forma) parade,
adding to the agony of the revellers’ hangovers wig, a reading of
his ‘letters patent’ establishing his oywp, authority and the various
courts. He further assured them ‘that jf they attempted to get jngo
the women’s tents of a night there Were positive orders for firing
upon them’. The ordey did little good, for the Party continued.

And 50 passed Sydney’s firgy weeks, its first crimes and its off;-

cial founding. It was a salty, saucy and msolent affair fy]] of irony,
colour and sex. 1; Wwas as if the constraints of o)d Europe had
been irrevocably Jefy behind in th;g vast island Prison, and the
unbuttoned natyre of the town, which remaing nrmﬁnﬂmdmmp was
stamped indelibly o j¢ from the firg;.

It’s hard for us 10 Imagine the excitement and furore creared
when the destination of the First Fleet wag announced, for the
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