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Elective seminar in American literature: The Literature of the Beat Generation
Lecturer: Fanni Forgács (fanniforgacs@student.elte.hu)
Friday 12.00-13.30, R432

Course description:
This seminar provides an in-depth introduction to the Beat Generation and its legacy. The course will cover topics such as the 20th-century consumerist society in America, religion (most notably Buddhism), spirituality, and the Beats' approach to composing texts. The secondary sources will provide a starting point for analyzing the literary work of the Beats, while new ideas and possibilities for reading the given text are highly encouraged.

Requirements:
Regular attendance, active contribution to the in-class discussions, weekly reading, a presentation (requirements to be discussed on Week 1), mid-term paper and end-term test.

Grading policy: 90% ↑ 5, 80% ↑ 4, 70% ↑ 3, 60% ↑ 2 

Final grade: 50%: active participation and in-class presentation, 25% mid-term paper, 25% end-term test.

Attendance:
As this is a seminar, attendance is required, and you may miss 3 classes without any consequences. Please make sure you have the texts with you in class, either in a printed form or on electronic device (laptop, tablet, Kindle, etc.).






	Week 1 
	13 February
	Introduction to Course Themes, Syllabus and Requirements

	Week 2 
	20 February
	Consumerism in America

	Week 3 
	27 February
	Early-Buddhism and Jewish Themes in Allen Ginsberg’s poetry

	Week 4 
	6 March
	Buddhist Motives in Allen Ginsberg’s poetry

	Week 5 
	13 March
	Kerouac’s On the Road

	Week 6 
	20 March
	MID-TERM PAPER 

	Week 7 
	27 March
	Gregory Corso’s Poetry

	Week 8 
	3 April
	NO CLASS (Spring break)

	Week 9 
	10 April
	Meso-American Visions of William S. Burroughs

	Week 10 
	17 April
	Women of the Beat

	Week 11 
	24 April
	Post-Beat Literature and Evaluation

	Week 12 
	1 May
	NO CLASS (Labor Day)

	Week 13 
	8 May
	NO CLASS (Pázmány Day)

	Week 14 
	15 May
	END-TERM TEST



